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November 19, 2017

Dear Parents,

Thanksgiving Chapel
Our Thanksgiving Chapel is right around the corner!  As we give thanks for all of the blessings of our lives, we are invited to open our hearts to those in need. Here 
are 4 ways we will put our faith into ac on this Thanksgiving!

#1. Thanksgiving Chapel Offering
We will collect a monetary offering for Lanakila Meals on Wheels and the Ins tute for Human Services (IHS).  

#2. Thanksgiving Food Drive
Our dona ons of perishable and nonperishable food items will go to IHS and Aloha Harvest.  The most needed food items include:

Perishable:  Hearty fresh fruits and vegetables such as apples, oranges, onions, carrots, celery, and potatoes.  
Non-Perishable:  rice, pasta, peanut bu er, jelly, oatmeal, pancake mix, spaghe  sauce, tomato sauce, ground coffee, and canned protein (Spam, tuna, and 
Vienna Sausage).  

#3. Par cipate in the 2017 Homeward Bound Walk for IHS & Support the LS UNICEF Kid Power Campaign at the same me! If you are looking for a fun way to kick off 
Thanksgiving Day, consider par cipa ng in the Homeward Bound 2017 Walk for IHS. You can do the walk AND help the LS students reach theirUNICEF Kid Power 
Campaign goal of accumula ng 300,000,000 steps to unlock $5,000 in funding for life-saving nutri on for malnourished children around the world.

To register for the walk, clickHERE.  When you register, be sure to add your name to the 'Iolani School Faculty, Students & Families team.  Par cipants will also be 
able to register in person on the morning of the walk star ng at 6 a.m. To record your steps, visit:'Iolani School UNICEF Kid Power Campaign.

#4. Advocate
On the 21st of November, in the face of increasingly common and destruc ve natural disasters and changing weather pa erns, we are invited to urge our na on’s 
elected leaders to invest in programs that prepare communi es for natural disasters as well as rebuild communi es that are devastated by such disasters. Prepare 
for ac on by reading theone-pager on climate and resiliency from the Office of Government Rela ons. We will be forwarding email from Episcopal Public Policy 
Network which will contain the link you need to take ac on.

Please email Rev. Simopoulos at nsimopoulos@iolani.org with any ques ons

Gra tude Stories
As part of our newly designed social studies curriculum, the first graders spent the month of November exploring “gra tude” through drama integra on, discussions 
and stories. With yarn, they wove their “Story of Gra tude,” with each color represen ng an aspect of their life for which they are thankful.

1 of 18 11/22/2017, 12:27 PM



Our culmina ng event was our “Feast of Gra tude,” where the children shared their apprecia on for their families by enjoying “thank you bites” of dishes that are 
special to each child’s ohana.  Happy Thanksgiving everyone!
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Lower School & Upper School Chapel:  Lanakila Meals on Wheels
This week in Upper School Chapel, we welcomed guest speaker, Lori Lau.  Lori, a daughter of Iolani (class of 1999), studied Psychology at the University of Hawaii, 
and has worked in different areas of social services with "at risk" youth, ex-offenders, immigrants, and those receiving government assistance.  She is currently the 
Director of Lanakila Meals on Wheels.  

In Chapel she shared stories of kūpuna who rely on the Meals on Wheels program for their daily meals.  For many of these kūpuna, the volunteers are the only 
connec on they have to the outside world.  The program makes it possible for them to maintain their independence and live in their own homes.

For our closing song, Mr. Kevin Pease, Director of Performing Arts, sang Josh Groban’s song, Thankful.  He was accompanied by Mr. Manny Dayao, ‘Iolani Band 
Director, on piano and Mr. David Masunaga, Upper School Math teacher, on the English horn, also known as the tenor oboe.

In Lower School Chapel, Chaplain Simopoulos shared the story of the feeding of the 5,000 and spoke about God’s invita on to us to be “miracle-workers” today.  
They also heard stories about kūpuna who rely on the Meals on Wheels program, and learned how they can help the hungry in our community this Thanksgiving.

Math Team comes from behind to win
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Down by one point a er event 5, the Raiders clutched up and earned a perfect 50 out of 50 on event 6 to win meet 3 held at Kaiser High this past Saturday.  Led by 
perfect scorers Phuong Huynh ('18), Norton Kishi ('18) and Joshua Park ('21), the varsity team amassed 263 points.  Punahou, Kamehameha, Roosevelt and McKinley 
rounded out the top five with 250, 176, 166 and 166 points, respec vely.  Our other team members were Jason Cho ('18), Chenyi Hu ('19), Gabriel Kwock ('20), 
Brandon Lai ('20), Ian Oga ('18), Roy Song ('19) and Jonah Yoshida ('21).

The team of Seobeen Chang ('20), Tyson DeCastro ('20), Dylan Kaneshiro ('21) (perfect score), Ashley Kim ('20) and Haeri Kim ('20) (perfect score) scored 112 points 
to place first in the JV division.  Also par cipa ng were Darren Do ('21), Jeein Hong ('21), Trevor Lau ('20), Kelly Nakamatsu ('21) and Sonny Nguyen ('21).

A big thank you faculty coaches Michael Park, David Masunaga, Lance Takeuchi, Kathy Nirei, Alan Yeh and Ryan Sasaki.Meet 4 will be held on January 20 at Roosevelt 
High.

Marching Band: Kamehameha Tournament Nov. 4
1st place, Pahu Award for presenta on of a Hawaiian song*

This is an op onal category at the Kamehameha Tournament, and our second year in a row taking home the perpetual trophy. The below link is to our 
performance video in which our band singing, yes singing!
Special thanks to Kumu Ku Souza for help with song selec on, choral teacher John Alexander for help with vocal prep, and Aunty Lehua Carvalho for 
sending her dancers Megan Kawamura’18, Mahie Albinio ‘21, Emma Alabanza ’21. Our Hawaiian ensemble was made up of Orchestra 5 student Elliot 
Hee ’20 on bass, and marching band students Daniel Ferrer ’18 on guitar and Jake Tsuchiyama ’19 on ukulele.Catch footage of their award winning 
performance here!

2nd place, visual cap on (for performers’ physical technique on the field)
2nd place, percussion (we missed tying for 1st place by 0.5 of a point!)
3rd place, color guard (won by our dance team)
Soloists included Tiana Conching ’19 (trumpet), Kaisen Nakagawa ’18 (French horn), Riccardo Tran ’ 19 (snare drum). Dance team leads included Marissa 
Kusumoto ‘ 22, Kasidy Honnaka ’19 and Chloe Okimura ’21.
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Marching Band: UH Rainbow Invita onal (non-compe ve fes val) Nov. 9
Superior ra ngs in Music Performance and General Effect.
Subbing in for Kasidy Honnaka for this performance was Teah Simon ’24.
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Marching Band: Kapolei Marching Band Fes val
As soon as our parent volunteers had finished unloading the trucks and hauling our equipment on the stadium track, and as soon as we offloaded from the buses, 
the sky opened up with thunder and lightning and we got word that the event was being cancelled. Considering that the seniors in the band had just given speeches 
during warmups about saying goodbye to this year’s show and performing at their last on-island compe on, our students reacted in quite a posi ve way by 
breaking into a soulful, impromtu rendi on of the spiritual, “Courage my soul… The Storm is Passin’ Over.” Soon, we were moved to an indoor holding area, where 
students they removed their uniforms to keep them dry, and stripped to their athle c layers and headed back out into the torren al downpour to help another 
school load their front percussion ensemble equipment out before loading our own equipment out. Students who didn’t have suitable athle c clothing under their 
uniforms stayed inside, and helped the janitor clean up the mud that was tracked into the holding area.

The marching band will be traveling to San Antonio over Christmas vaca on to perform in conjunc on with 9 other schools from across the country at the Alamo 
Bowl, and to compete in the bowl game’s “Ba le of the Bands” field show compe on. 

Intermediate Speech Team
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On Saturday, November 18th the ‘Iolani Intermediate Speech Team par cipated in the Maryknoll Speech Compe on. Twenty-five six, seventh and, eighth graders 
spent the morning performing in a variety of categories including program reading, original oratory, duo, storytelling, and impromptu. While there were no trophies 
to be earned because the compe on was untabulated, many of ‘Iolani's team members earned scores of “superior” and “excellent” for their efforts. Our intrepid 
compe tors performed original pieces on the importance of friends, wrote impromptu speeches about being posi ve, and even performed the classic Abbo  and 
Costello bit "Who's on First?"  Sacred Hearts Academy will host the next compe on on February 3, 2018. Much thanks to our volunteer judges and coaches: Debbie 
Otsu, Lisa-Anne Tsuruda, Theresa Falk, Lei Fortuno, and Rebus Bonning

Fourth grade field trips to Manoa stream and Lyon Arboretum
For two days this past week, Manoa Valley became the classroom for the ‘Iolani fourth graders. Through the collabora ve effort established between the University 
of Hawai’i and ‘Iolani School, led by Mr. Cory Yap, the students par cipated in three sequen al freshwater stream and watershed lessons. They learned about the 
nega ve human impact on our area streams and about invasive species of stream fish that affect the popula on of our na ve o’opu and stream cri ers. They were 
able to apply the field methods at Manoa Stream by catching, iden fying and documen ng na ve fish that were released back into the stream, while catching and 
removing invasive species from the sites.

8 of 18 11/22/2017, 12:27 PM



9 of 18 11/22/2017, 12:27 PM



While one group caught fish, the other group took assessments of the stream’s health through scien fic data collec on at different sites of Manoa stream. While 
students worked at two sites of the Manoa Stream, the other half of the fourth grade class became nature detec ves at the Lyon Arboretum, prac cing their 
observa on skills by iden fying abio c and bio c components of their natural surroundings and describing the effects of human impact on the valley’s natural 
habitats and our island’s watershed system.

10 of 18 11/22/2017, 12:27 PM



Fi h grade play "Voyage of Aloha"
On Friday, Nov. 17th, 2017 the class of 2025 presented “Voyage of Aloha.”  Fi h graders, taking on the roles of Disney characters Moana, Maui, Hei Hei and Pua, set 
sail on an adventure to learn how others living in the past prac ced the values of lokahi (working together) and malama (caring for others and the earth). 
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The team picked up the valuable lessons of lokahi and malama as they voyaged back in me, visi ng the Pilgrims during the 1600s, Na ve American creatures on a 
mission to help the humans, and Duke Kahanamoku as he followed his dream of swimming in the 1912 Olympic Games in Sweden. The play culminated with a 
dazzling grand finale as the characters learned how their ac ons can make a posi ve difference in the world.
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Students entertained the audience with their combined talents of ac ng, singing and dancing. Best of all, the experience brought together the class of 2025, truly 
making this a One Team effort!

Broadway in Concert: Musical Theatre classes
‘Iolani’s Musical Theatre I & II  classes performed to an overflowing Seto Hall audience of families, friends and classmates on Saturday evening.  The show featured 
students singing, dancing to Broadway hits from shows such as Wicked, Dear Evan Hansen, and Annie.  
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Other students delivered funny or serious monologues on thought-provoking topics. There is no doubt that ‘Iolani is packed with talented and amazing students.  

Father Michael Lapsley Visit
The Rev. Michael Lapsley, a South African Anglican priest and social jus ce ac vist, spoke with students in the Religion & Social Jus ce classes this week.  During the 
an -Apartheid movement, Father Michael worked closely with leaders of the an -Apartheid movement, including Archbishop Desmond Tutu and Nelson Mandela. 
In April 1990, Father Michael was sent a le er bomb. In the explosion, he lost both his hands, an eye, and his eardrums were sha ered.
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A man of deep faith, he went on to found the Ins tute for the Healing of Memories, which seeks to contribute to las ng individual and collec ve healing, making 
possible a more peaceful and just future for all South Africans. His biography, Redeeming the Past: My Journey from Freedom Fighter to Healer, has been translated 
into eleven languages, the most recent being Arabic.

Cross Country Teams at NXR Nike Cross Regionals Boise, Idaho
The varsity boys and girls cross country teams closed the season at the Nike Cross Regionals this past Saturday in Boise, Idaho.  ‘Iolani is the first team from Hawaii to 
be invited to this pres gious meet.  

16 of 18 11/22/2017, 12:27 PM



The teams ran valiantly against the best of the best in the region and closed the season with great experiences running at an elite level.

Blessing of Kaholomoana unlimited canoe
A blessing ceremony to mark the start of construc ng the unlimited canoe, Kaholomoana, took place on Friday a er school in the Sullivan Center’s Fab Lab. With 
this blessing now complete, the construc on of the 6-person canoe can begin. Paddling coach and Fab Lab instructor Gilson Kilhour is leading this mul -year effort 
with students in higher level Design and Fabrica on classes that will include the paddling team. Par cipa on is also open to any students who have the me and 
interest.  

Chaplain Dan Leatherman and Dean of Studies Melanie Pfingsten conducted the ceremony with students on the paddling team, coaches, and athle c directors also 
present.  Paddling season is underway for both boys and girls.  
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The I-Lab is very excited to be partnering with Kaimana Composites on this project.  Their support in both the design and the construc on phases reflects on their 
confidence and stature in the industry.

Grandparent Logo items
Our `Iolani Grandparent Rela ons Commi ee is excited to offer exclusive Grandparent logo items for a limited me only.  We are offering a keyring, tote bag, polo 
shirt, and license plate frame.  All items have the "`Iolani Grandparent" logo.  To order online, please click HERE.  All orders are due by Thursday, December 7 and 
delivery is expected in February 2018.  If you have any ques ons, please contact Kirk Uejio at kuejio@iolani.org.   Go Raiders and Go `Iolani Grandparents! 

All the best in health and happiness,
Tim

--
Timothy R. Cottrell, PhD
Head of School
'Iolani School
(m) 808-222-2027

This communication may contain information that may be confidential, privileged and/or prohibited from disclosure. Except for personal use by the
intended recipient, or as expressly authorized by the sender, any person who receives this information is prohibited from disclosing, copying,
distributing, and/or using it. If you have received this communication in error, please immediately delete it and all copies, and promptly notify the
sender. Nothing in this communication is intended to operate as an electronic signature under applicable law.
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