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Iolani Archives <archives@iolani.org>

Fwd: Letter from the Head of School 12_17_17
1 message

Timothy Cottrell <tcottrell@iolani.org>
Bcc: facstaffk-12@iolani.org

Sun, Dec 17, 2017 at 5:04 PM

December 17, 2017
Dear Parents,
Merry Christmas break!
Christmas Chapel
What a wonderful celebra on! We gathered on Friday morning for our annual Christmas Chapel. All grades, K‐12, joined together in song and prayer,
sharing in the retelling of the birth of Jesus, with Lower School students presen ng the story through readings and the building of a living Na vity. The
Kindergarteners provided our original artwork star background, and students from grades 1‐4 played the various Na vity roles of Mary and Joseph,
angels, shepherds, and the pages and a endants of the Wise Ones, this year portrayed by Mr. Fricano, Dr. Millikan, and Mr. Wong. Three second graders
performed the verses of ‘We Three Kings’ as solos, giving the background of the Kings and their gi s for the baby. Halau ‘Iolani oﬀered ‘Silent Night’ as
hula, and we shared in singing together in English and Hawaiian, led by Kumu Souza.
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During the oﬀertory, while the oﬀering for Family Promise and Pacific Gateway was collected, a faculty / student musical ensemble presented ‘Someday
at Christmas,’ originally wri en by Stevie Wonder. “Someday at Christmas” was performance by a student and faculty band directed and arranged by
Manny Dayao.
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Bishop Fitzpatrick led us in the Advent Bidding Prayer and oﬀered his blessing at the end of Chapel, just before the gym exploded in the joyous ‘Iolani‐
tradi on of singing ‘Go Tell It OnThe Mountain.’ Merry, blessed, wonderful Christmas to all!
Orchestra 5 and Chorus Christmas Concert and Re rees Christmas Luncheon
Following the annual Orchestra 5 and Chorus Christmas Concert to which 'Iolani re rees are invited, these special guests were also honored at a
luncheon in the Sullivan Center.
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Guests were treated to a musical performance by Performing Arts Director Mr. Kevin Pease, who sang "Thankful" by Josh Groban, accompanied by
talented faculty Mr. David Masunaga on Oboe and Band Director Mr. Manny Dayao on keyboard. This event allows current faculty and administrators to
recognize and visit with re rees who have all played a part in making 'Iolani such a stellar place of learning and community. I’m sure many of you see
familiar faces here.
Home for the hula days
This past Wednesday evening, Halau `Iolani performed to a large crowd and ins lled everyone with the Christmas Spirit.
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It was a beau ful event and has become a nice tradi on to welcome in the season.
Grade 2 Christmas Cookie Ac vity
Grade 2 students decorated Christmas cookies this past Tuesday in the Lower School Art Room. Thank you to our many Grade 2 parent volunteers for
organizing and helping with this annual event!
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Congratula ons on Oahu Select Bands
This past Saturday, some of our band students audi oned for the Oahu Band Director Associa on's middle and high school Select Bands. Over 400
students from across the island descended upon the music department at UH Manoa, and were given randomly assigned numbers to insure anonymity
during the audi on process. Professionals from the Hawaii Symphony, the Royal Hawaiian Band, private teachers, and band directors from diﬀerent
schools served as blind judges‐‐meaning they did not know who they were listening to‐‐and rated students on their tone, technique, and musicality
according to a rubric, as the students played prepared excerpts from band literature and the etude repertoire.

Congratula ons to Steven Qian '23 who made the middle school group; and to Caitlyn Kadooka '20, Erena Yamatsu '20, and Remy Ohara '21 who made
the high school group. The groups will be conducted by clinicians from the University of Michigan (HS) and the University of Hawaii (MS) in a joint
concert, February 18, at 7:00 pm at the McKinley auditorium.
‘Iobo cs
Lead by Naia Lum '20, Noah Taniguchi '20, Shane Matsushima '19 and Victor Chang '19, members of the 'Iolani robo cs FRC team ('Iobo cs) launched a
new pilot STEM program this Fall for middle school students at the Boys and Girls Club of Honolulu. Over a 6 week period that wrapped up last week, a
group of students learned how to design and build sumobots lead by our own 'Iolani robo cs students.
The students were tasked with designing, building and wiring a sumobot robot that would compete in a 4 foot diameter arena to see which bot would
be pushed out first. Students met at the Boys and Girls club by‐weekly on Fridays for 2 hours. At each class students worked toward accomplishing the
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days goal. Students learned how to 3D model using Onshape working through a basic tutorial to create their first part.

They then progressed into learning how to design what would become their cardboard chassis using sheet metal features that would allow the bots to
be folded and glued together. The chassis were laser cut at 'Iolani and brought during the next mee ng. Now more comfortable in Onshape students
designed their own custom armor for their robots which were 3D printed and glued onto their robots.
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Once designed the students assembled the motors, wheels and microcontroller (or brain of their robot) into their robots chassis. They would then test
drive their robot to see if everything was wired correctly. The final mee ng concluded with more tes ng, repairs and of course the sumo ba les!
The students had a lot of fun and everyone including our team learned a lot from the program and it was a very rewarding experience! A special Mahalo
to everyone at the Boys and Girls Club for welcoming us this Fall!
UNICEF Kid Power Campaign Fire Up Friday
On Friday morning, Upper School students from the Religion & Social Jus ce class led the 1st through 6th grades in their Fire Up Friday field day
ac vi es to help them earn more steps for the UNICEF Kid Power Campaign.
Grades 1 and 5 enjoyed line dancing with Mrs. Smart in the One Team Field House. First graders taught their 5th grade “Lunch‐with‐a‐Friend” buddies
the dance. It sounded like Christmas with many students wearing jingle bells!Grade 4 competed in homeroom teams and played mul ple rounds of
“Body Rock, Paper, Scissors” on the baseball field. Grades 2, 3 and 6 walked around the track with their “Lunch‐with‐a‐Friend” buddies. The Lower
School goal is to accumulate 300,000,000 steps by May 2018 to unlock $5,000 in funding to purchase UNICEF’s Ready‐To‐Use‐Therapeu c Food packets
for children suﬀering from severe acute malnutri on around the world.
Since October, using simple pedometers, students and faculty have been coun ng their steps in PE classes and throughout their school day. With the
1.27 million steps earned on Friday, they have accumulated a total of 82.5 million steps.Families, grandparents and alumni are invited to count and
record your steps! To input your steps, use this form: Iolani UNICEF Kid Power Campaign.
Human Rights Christmas Tree, St. Alban’s Chapel
In honor of human rights day on December 10th, Upper School students in Opera on RAD (Raising Awareness about Darfur) and Lower School students
in the Small World Club (SWC), set up a human rights Christmas tree in the Chapel. Underneath the tree are wrapped gi s. Each gi represents a
diﬀerent human right that we ‐ by virtue of the country we live in ‐ are able to enjoy every day. The ornaments, made by Lower School SWC students,
depict diﬀerent human rights.
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Draped around the tree is a garland with pictures of students and faculty holding a sign which reads “We Remember.” This garland is in honor of World
Genocide Commemora on Day on December 9th ~ day of remembrance that was ins tuted by the United Na ons to commemorate vic ms of genocide
and to highlight humanity's responsibility to prevent future genocides. The students were inspired by thisvideo, created by Jewish World Congress, of
Holocaust survivors asking 6 million people to take their photo with a “we remember” sign and to pledge to never forget and to speak up about acts of
hatred and discrimina on.
Herbert Yanamura speaks to Mr. Suemori’s students

WWII veteran Herbert Yanamura spoke to `Iolaniʻs Asian American Experience classes on Monday in the SCIL. Mr. Yanamura was a member of the 442nd
RCT and is credited with saving the lives of 1500 civilians on Okinawa at the end of the war as a MIS interpreter. His daughter is Mrs. Amy Young, a
long me `Iolani subs tute teacher, and his grandchildren, Michael and Jennifer Young, are `Iolani alumni.
Tam & Young Arts Chair
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Jeﬀ Chang '85 will join us this week courtesy of the Tam & Young Arts Chair. Mr. Chang is Execu ve Director of Stanford's Ins tute for Diversity in the
Arts, and author of several books including Can't Stop, Won't Stop: A History of the Hip‐Hop Genera on. He'll be speaking in Sullivan Center (4th Floor)
on Thursday December 14 at 10:45. "The In‐Betweens: How One Local Boy Became Asian American"
Anne Frank Exhibit
For the first me, Hawaii hosted the Anne Frank Exhibit from Amsterdam, star ng at 'Iolani in the Sullivan Center this past week. Nine seventh and
eighth grade volunteers were trained by Dutch personnel from the Anne Frank House to be docents for the exhibit. During their study hall periods,
lunches, and a er school, docents led individuals, classes, and the public through the display of panels and a documentary, highlight significant details in
the photos and in Anne's story.
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Thank you to Elizabeth (Ellie) Asada ‘22, Kyle Ching ‘22, Elise Danko ‘22, Kahaukuhonua (Guilia) Fasi ‘23, Zoe Hirashima ‘23, Tamzen Lim ‘23, Tyler
Matsuzaki ‘22, Ryan Tsuruda ‘22, and Kevin Watanabe ‘22. The exhibit moves on to Mid‐Pacific Ins tute and Punahou school in January.
`Iolani Boys Classic 2017
`Iolani made it into the winner’s bracket among a very compe

ve groups of teams.
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Here is the online schedule. Monday and Tuesday will be ac on packed. Games start at 9:00 am. `Iolani next plays Montverde, currently the #2 ranked
team in the na on, at 6:30 pm on Monday. Come out and see the boys as well as the #1 ranked high school basketball player in the na on, Montverde’s
R. J. Bennet.

All the best in health and happiness,
Tim

-Timothy R. Cottrell, PhD
Head of School
'Iolani School
(m) 808-222-2027
This communication may contain information that may be confidential, privileged and/or prohibited from disclosure. Except for personal use
by the intended recipient, or as expressly authorized by the sender, any person who receives this information is prohibited from disclosing,
copying, distributing, and/or using it. If you have received this communication in error, please immediately delete it and all copies, and
promptly notify the sender. Nothing in this communication is intended to operate as an electronic signature under applicable law.
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