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Iolani Archives <archives@iolani.org>

Fwd: Letter from the Head of School 5_20_18
Timothy Cottrell <tcottrell@iolani.org>
Bcc: facstaffk-12@iolani.org

Sun, May 20, 2018 at 6:27 PM

May 20, 2018
Dear Parents,
Hurrah for Konner Sato ’24 and Travis Muraoka ‘09
Many of you - especially in Lower School - have been extremely concerned about and supportive of sixth grader Konner Sato ‘24 and his family this past
school year as he experienced a severe health challenge. Your thoughtful deeds of care and aloha are prime examples of our One Team ethos in
action. Please allow me to share with their permission some very good news.
For the sake of providing some background: On October 25, last year, during the sixth-grade PE class biathlon, Lower School Dean, Linda Look, noticed
that Konner appeared more fatigued than usual and that his hands were purple. She immediately sent him to the infirmary. From there, he was taken by
ambulance to Queen’s Medical Center and admitted for observation and tests. In late November, he was transferred to Seattle Children’s Hospital where
doctors diagnosed him with a rare and serious liver condition that would require him to receive a liver transplant. Konner and his family then moved to
the Ronald McDonald House in Seattle where they could stay until a liver was found.

Support and prayers from the ‘Iolani student, parent and alumni communities poured in as the Satos received dozens upon dozens of letters and
messages from Hawaii and across the country. The sixth graders wrote and skyped with Konner several times, cheering him up and letting him know
that, even though, he wasn’t in school, he was constantly on their minds and in their prayers. Meanwhile, Konner was on the long waiting list for a liver
and tests were being conducted amongst family members for the possibility of a live liver match.
Fortunately, Konner’s cousin, Travis Muraoka, was a match. Travis is a member of ‘Iolani’s Class of 2009 and a physical therapist living in Tacoma,
Washington. Travis had been visiting Konnor since the beginning of Konnor’s stay in Seattle. On April 18, doctors removed one-third of Travis’s liver
and transplanted it into Konner. The transplant was a success and now Konner is back at the Ronald McDonald House and has begun his 100 days of
recovery. Travis is also recovering well and will return to work in a month. Linda Look spoke with Konner recently. A wise sixth grader, he told her:
““When everything is looking down, baby steps are the key to success.”
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Konner’s family is deeply grateful to the ‘Iolani community. His dad, Kelvin, is a member of the Class of ‘81 and Konner’s brother, Jordan, is an ‘Iolani
eighth grader. Mom Heidi has been a longtime active member of the ‘Iolani community as well. According to the family, Konnor should be discharged
from the hospital this week and will return to Seattle's Ronald McDonald House until he can travel back to Hawaii in the summer. Konner recently
received a Raider Award and will also be recognized with all members of the Class of 2024 at the Sixth Grade Moving Up Ceremony on May 31. His
classmates would not have it any other way. Thank you all for the many ways you have supported and prayed for Konner.
Lower School Raider Awards
Raider Awards are given out each quarter to a student from each homeroom in grades four, five and six. The recipient is honored by his/her peers for
exemplifying ‘Iolani School's "One Team" philosophy, which includes respect for others, responsibility, problem solving skills, school pride and
outstanding sportsmanship.

Congratulations to the 4th Quarter Raider Award Recipients:
4I - Koen Nako
4S - Maile Arita
4D - Lauryn Jim On
5H - Katelyn Nishita
5C - Tria Boland
5S - Jones Vierra
6A - Bree Muraoka
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6F - Gervase Ngo
6K - Kelia Siu
6Du - Kiara Koike
6D - Sage Douglass
6Y - Justin Lu
Willie Wonka
'Iolani Performing Arts Musical Theater 1 students presents Willy Wonka Jr. at the Mamiya Theater. The delicious adventures experienced by Charlie
Bucket on his visit to Willy Wonka's mysterious chocolate factory light up the stage in this captivating adaptation of Roald Dahl's fantastical tale.
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Featuring the enchanting songs from the 1971 film starring Gene Wilder in addition to a host of fun new songs, Roald Dahl's Willy Wonka Jr. was a
scrumdidilyumptious musical guaranteed to delight everyone's sweet tooth! Friday night’s performance featured a cast from Period 3 and the Period 2
cast performed on Saturday night.
Fourth Grade Luau
The Class of 2026 held its 4th Grade Luau on Friday in the Student Center. The annual event brought families together for an evening of fellowship,
entertainment and ‘ono Hawaiian food. The event opened with a set of oli by the students. The fourth-grade members of the Lower School Kaikamahine
of Hālau 'Iolani did a pair of beautiful hula dances.
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Another highlight was a special encore performance of the lip sync to One Direction’s “What Makes You Beautiful” by the moms who chaperoned last
month’s Big Island Trip. Mahalo to all the parent organizers and volunteers who made the luau a smashing success.
Drone Racing Competition
On Saturday, 'Iolani School held Hawai'i's first high school drone racing competition. Students from 'Iolani's Quad Squad learned about the physics and
aerodynamics of flight, designed and built quadcopter-style drones and improved their piloting skills throughout the school year in preparation for the
competition. The race course, set up with gates and flags, requires pilots to maneuver their drones with skill and precision to complete the most laps in 2
and a half minutes, or fly the fastest lap, to earn points.
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The first year of the STEM-based initiative brought four schools together, Millilani HS, Kalani HS, Maryknoll and 'Iolani. The coding club, Girls Who
Code, supported the competition by sharing a flight simulator activity and concession stand. The `Iolani team took first place! Watch them on last
night'sKHON2 news clip.
‘Iolani Modern Investors Club Donation

The ‘Iolani Modern Investors Club (IMIC) donated $300 from its club stock portfolio for their annual donation to the Little Ripples organization. Pictured is
club President, Jason Wang ‘18 giving the check to Sarah Abdul-Ghani ‘19, head of the ‘Iolani Little Ripples organization.

5/21/2018, 10:54 AM

11 of 11

All the best in health and happiness,
Tim

-Timothy R. Cottrell, PhD
Head of School
'Iolani School
(m) 808-222-2027
This communication may contain information that may be confidential, privileged and/or prohibited from disclosure. Except for personal use by the intended recipient, or as
expressly authorized by the sender, any person who receives this information is prohibited from disclosing, copying, distributing, and/or using it. If you have received this
communication in error, please immediately delete it and all copies, and promptly notify the sender. Nothing in this communication is intended to operate as an electronic
signature under applicable law.
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