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Iolani Archives <archives@iolani.org>

Fwd: Letter from the Head of School 6_3_18
1 message

Timothy Cottrell <tcottrell@iolani.org>
Bcc: facstaffk-12@iolani.org

Sun, Jun 3, 2018 at 5:31 PM

June 3, 2018
Dear Parents,
Commencement 2018: Here is a link to watch the en re ceremony
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On Saturday a ernoon, 239 seniors par cipated in the Class of 2018 Commencement Ceremony at the Art Lawn of the ‘Iolani campus.
A er the invoca on from the Reverend Heather Pa on‐Graham, Nathan Hue gave the saluta on and valedictorians Natalie Uhr and David Huang
addressed their classmates.
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Special guests from the class of 1968 were recognized as they returned to campus 50 years a er their gradua on.

`Iolani valedictorians are students who have earned all A’s in their me at ‘Iolani as well as those with higher weighted gpas. This year’s class had 47
valedictorians, the largest amount in the school’s history. Our 2018 valedictorians are: Esther Ahn, Sean Callahan, Daisy Chang, Preston Chong, Bryson
Choy, Ana Danko, Susan Hasegawa, Bre Hazama Lum, David Huang, Nathan Hue, Katherine Hui, Phuong Huynh, Jared Inouye, Jewel Ito, Remi Jose, Amy
Kaneshiro, Noelle Karpowicz, Megan Kawamura, Norton Kishi, Jus n Kogasaka, Landon Kushimi, Swamik Lamichane, Jenna Lau, Joycelyn Liu, Bethany
Lum, Jenna Maruyama, Sierra McCarty, Kenneth McKinlay, Emi Muranaka, Sarah Nakamoto, Lauren Nguyen, Ian Oga, Liana Owen, James Pentland,
Megan Rodrigues, Jarin Sakamoto, Reyn Saoit, Claire Shao, Taylor Takeuchi, Trevor Tamura, Natalie Uhr, Jason Wang, Winston Wei, Naomi Wong, Anya
Wu, Sophia Yamamura
And Kyla Yamashita.
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The Alumni Medals are given to the top male and female student athletes in the class. The 2018 recipients of the Alumni Medals are Bethany Lum and
Jason Wang.
The Bishop’s Award goes to the senior who has given unselfish service to church, school and community and who demonstrates outstanding witness to
faith in Christ and commitment to principle. This year’s recipient of the Bishop’s Award is Ju Hye Kim.
The Headmaster’s Award is presented to the graduate who has made an excep onal contribu on to ‘Iolani School. Nathan Hue received the
Headmaster’s Award.
Our unsung heroes are students who diﬀerence in the lives of their teachers and classmates, yet seldom receive the spotlight they deserve. This year’s
unsung heroes were: Sydnee Kokubun, Daniel Ferrer, Karen Abe, Mara Morioka, Bre Hazama Lum, Susan Hasegawa, Kennan Kaneshiro, Lauren Arakaki,
Ma y Anzalone, Kayla Malta, Arupa Poudyal and Jus n Chen.
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Here is the Head of School’s address to the class of 2018:
Class of 2018, first and foremost, I want you to know how very proud we are of each of you and that today, we gather, to celebrate you and give our
collec ve blessing for a life of happiness and fulfillment. You are a wonderful and amazing group of young people.
Now, I’ve no ced that the theme for quite a few commencement speeches this year is truth or the rela onship we have to the truth in what is being
referred to as the post‐truth age.
This has been building for a few years since in 2016 Oxford Dic onaries announced that “post‐truth” had been selected as the word, which, more than
any other, reflected “the passing year in language.” It defines “post‐truth” as “rela ng to or deno ng circumstances in which objec ve facts are less
influen al in shaping public opinion than appeals to emo on and personal belief.”
This is clearly an important topic, but one that, if you take a step back, would seemingly be hard to construct as a debate, taking the posi on of making
the case for the merits of untruths.
It could be done and we do see it in our world as deeply ingrained within the prac ces of totalitarian or historically dictatorial regimes, governments
that rely heavily on propaganda and media control to maintain their power. But that’s not us, that’s not our tradi on as a democracy, society or member
of the world community.
The most we, as individuals, probably share in this regard is that as children, we all tried dishonesty as a short‐term strategy, but undoubtedly learned
from our parents that over a longer period of me, it doesn’t work.
We grew out of the “he did it” or “she did it” strategy we used with our siblings or peers and we learned the value of truthfulness and it became rooted
in who we are along with the courage to be truthful throughout our adult lives. Because of this, the fact that in our culture we grow up with an ethos of
“honesty is the best policy.”
I would say that it is fairly likely we are experiencing a post‐truth episode rather than an age, because for the vast majority of the people with whom we
share cultural connec ons, dishonesty simply runs counter to who we are.
That said, there is a chance that a post‐truth age could take hold and I believe this depends on whether or not we renew and strengthen our convic on
to live by the values and ideals that underscore the belief that honest is the best policy.
Interes ngly, Class of 2018, as you join the ‘Iolani alumni community, you join a group that has a legi mate connec on to the power of these
fundamental values and ideals.
Just on the other side of the chapel is the statue of a young Sun Yat‐sen, the father of modern China who graduated from ‘Iolani School in 1882. Dr. Sun
is credited as the leader who ended dynas c rule in China and set China and Taiwan on the path to where they are today. A person whose vision and
leadership changed the course of history.
Now, it would be silly to say that because he a end the same school as you, gradua ng more than 130 years ago, that somehow this imparts a special
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status or inherited legacy to you as fellow ‘Iolani graduates. That would be like say that Davidson College graduates have some special basketball insight
or skill because they graduated from the same school as Steph Curry.
It is a nonsensical premise, so it’s not the simple fact that you are becoming fellow alumni and alumnae with Dr. Sun that creates a connec on to his
legacy.
What you have, legi mately have in common with Sun Yat‐sen, are the values and ideals that he and you have learned at this school, the ones that Dr.
Sun used to change the world. Values, the Chris an values of equality, that all people are created equal in the eyes of God and universal love, to do to
others what you want them to do to you.
And the ideals set forth during the Age of Enlightenment, the 18th century movement that has propelled our world forward for the past four centuries
and that Sun Yat‐sen used to transform China.
The ideals of:
Reason, a commitment to use our intellects and do the work of analysis rather than making decisions based on emo ons and personal beliefs
Science, the discipline that seeks to discern the truth, objec vely about how we and our world works
And humanism, the belief in us, as a species, that if you remove the pressures and stresses that cause human conflict, human beings are inherently good
Just as Sun Yat‐sen, you have grown up in this place, of Chris an learning where we embrace equality, compassion and care for those around us as great
virtues. And also, just as he did, you have learned to act on the world around you with the ideals of reason, science and humanism.
At ‘Iolani you learn that these are the founda on on which to seek truth, find understanding, embrace the good in all and con nually strive to make our
world a be er place.
Think of young Sun Yat‐sen as a boy, walking around our campus, contempla ng how he could use the power of these principles to address injus ce in
his home country and set it on a path of progress. For him, they were new and groundbreaking.
For us, we live in a society and government that is founded on them, but also with the risk that we take them for granted and lose touch with how
important it is to live a life commi ed to these principles.
In his me, the power of these values and ideals, equality, universal love, reason, science and humanism disrupted and changed the world.
In our me, they hold our world together as they have for hundreds of years with steps both forward and back, that have resulted in great progress to
where our world is today.
This is the very real connec on you have to Sun Yat‐sen, the shared experience of an ‘Iolani educa on, the shared experience of this school of Chris an
learning and truth.
So, back to the prospect of a post‐truth age. As I said, my hope is that the post‐truth age will be more of a post‐truth episode.
However, there is a li le crack in this hope because we risk a great deal if we don’t con nue to move our world to a place where people live as equals as
they are in God’s eyes. If we don’t embrace universal love and aspire to live with compassion and kindness toward all. If we don’t apply our intellects
and discipline ourselves to use reason as the basis on which to make decisions. If we don’t believe in science and natural laws and facts. And, if we don’t
believe in humanism and the work we all share to make the world to a place that celebrates the goodness in all.
If we fail to live by these values and ideals, then it is possible that we will regress into a society of emo onally driven, self‐serving and ignorant people,
easy to manipulate and willing to set aside the truth and turn a blind eye to the pain and suﬀering of others. An en rely pessimis c and bleak portrayal
of the future, but one that, as I have said, I don’t believe will happen.
The future I look forward to is filled with op mism because, I am looking at all of you, the ‘Iolani graduates of the Class of 2018.
And I know, just as with a young Sun Yat‐sen, a power has been ins lled in you by your experience at ‘Iolani School. A power that prepares you to be
leaders and ci zens of a modern free world that progresses in every way.
And you are not alone, as has been witnessed by the voices of your genera on that have and are soundly ques oning decisions and demanding truth.
I know that you believe in reason, valuing proof and data over opinion, bias or self‐interest. You believe in science and the need to manage the impact
we have on our planet. You believe in humanism and that our world does not need to be defined by conflict, but rather by coopera on. You believe in
equality and that it is me for archaic prejudices to end. And you believe in universal love and that the pain of our brothers and sisters throughout the
world is our pain.
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You are fully prepared to enter and lead the world as people of reason, science, humanism, equality and universal love. These perspec ves are an
inseparable part of who you are because you’ve grown into adults at this school of Chris an learning and truth.
In his me a young Sun Yat‐sen realized that the values and ideals he learned at ‘Iolani could change the world for the be er and he did so.
Take this same power that you have earned during your me at ‘Iolani and apply it at the ins tu ons of educa on that will follow and throughout your
lives; to seek truth, to demand equality and live with a commitment that we are all here to share and steward this planet.
Class of 2018, God bless you all. Thank you.
Diplomas were presented
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The Right Reverend Robert Fitzpatrick gave the benedic on, our graduates processed out and were appropriately feted on Eddie Hamada field.
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Commencement Medals
With this year's record number of awardees, a team of student and faculty designers and fabricators took on the challenge of making the medals to
honor this year's 47 valedictorians, 2 Alumni Medal, and single Headmaster's Award recipient. The process began with the sourcing of local mango,
kamani, and koa wood reclaimed from St. Alban's Chapel.Using the tools in the Sullivan Center for Innova on and Leadership's fabrica on lab; the
students water‐je ed stainless steel, brass, and tanium casings, polished, laser‐engraved, and me culously assembled each medal by hand. The final
step involved the careful brushing and pouring of resin to encase the pieces in a high‐gloss finish.
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Made here with plenty of love, these medals truly shine like this year's highly accomplished graduates.
Sixth Grade Moving Up Ceremony
On Thursday, students from the Class of 2024 par cipated in the Moving Up Ceremony, which celebrates their final day of Lower School. In the fall, their
class size will increase as they embark on a new journey in Upper School.
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Have a great summer and all the best in health and happiness,
Tim

-Timothy R. Cottrell, PhD
Head of School
'Iolani School
(m) 808-222-2027
This communication may contain information that may be confidential, privileged and/or prohibited from disclosure. Except for personal use by the intended recipient, or as
expressly authorized by the sender, any person who receives this information is prohibited from disclosing, copying, distributing, and/or using it. If you have received this
communication in error, please immediately delete it and all copies, and promptly notify the sender. Nothing in this communication is intended to operate as an electronic
signature under applicable law.
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