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Iolani Archives <archives@iolani.org>

Fwd: Letter from the Head of School 2_18_19
1 message
Timothy Cottrell <tcottrell@iolani.org>
Bcc: facstaffk-12@iolani.org

Mon, Feb 18, 2019 at 8:11 PM

February 18, 2019
Dear Parents,
Founder’s Day Follow‐up
Here is a link to watch the en re Founders’ Day Chapel
The chapel opened with the blowing of the conch shell followed by the Oﬀering of Ho`okupu. Kumu Ku Souza performed the Oli. The Royal Socie es
served as honored guests.
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Dr. Meri‐Mika Morisada '83 and David Masunaga '75 shared the Mo`olelo of 'Iolani's transi on from a single‐gender boys to a co‐educa onal school.

Students enjoyed watching KGMB’s news clips from 1979 when Leslie Wilcox (who is now president of PBS Hawaii) was a young reporter covering the
story of 'Iolani admi ng girls for the first me.
Speech & Debate Team
The 'Iolani Speech and Debate Team spent this past weekend compe ng in the 'Iolani Debate Qualifying Tournament hosted at 'Iolani School. Ten
students qualified for the state tournament.
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Ma hew Sohn ‘19 placed first in Advanced Lincoln Douglas debate and William Heyler ‘19 placed third in Novice Lincoln Douglas Debate. Maria
Stevenson ‘19 and Samuel Rivers ’12 placed third in Advanced Public Forum Debate. Madeline Heyler ’21 and Emily Tom ’10 placed fourth in Advanced
Public Forum Debate. Kyle Ching ’22 and Connor Arakaki ’23 placed first in Beginning Public Forum Debate. Mike Tran ’23 and Connor Lee ’23 placed
sixth in Beginning Public Forum Debate. Congratula ons to all of our compe tors!
Residen al Students Move into the Dormitory

A er much an cipa on, the day has finally come for our first class of boarding students in 50 years to move in to their new home.
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The Residen al Hall opened its doors Sunday to the 34 boarding students who arrived on our campus in August and were temporarily housed nearby in
school‐owned apartments. The excitement has been building in recent weeks as the students had an opportunity to tour their future home.
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The students will occupy the 4th and 5th floor of the dorm and during the summer and next year, all 4 floors will be u lized.
Shen Brown ‘99 returns to campus
Thanks to the Tam & Young Arts Chair, which brings ar sts to campus to speak with students, Japanese pop star Shen Brown ‘99 travelled from Tokyo to
speak in an assembly on Monday. Shen graduated from 'Iolani in 1999. He a ended the University of Hawaii for two years and then took the leap of
faith and moved to Japan to pursue his passion and begin his music career. He is half of the duo Def Tech which has released eight albums with several
gold records and one reaching double pla num. He just finished performing in front of thousands in Def Tech’s Cloud 9 Tour and has started the Fun me
Produc ons recording label.
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He spoke to students alongside his former teacher Sensei Joann Akamine. Sensei Akamine re red from teaching full me in 2017, but thankfully is an
ac ve volunteer and grandparent on campus. She was Shen’s Japanese language teacher and she and Shen s ll remain friends 20 years a er he
graduated.
Orchestra Director, Alexander Peña in Osorno, Chile
Last Month, our very own Orchestra Director, Alexander Peña, was featured in a local news ar cle in Chile. The El Austral De Osorno’s ar cle was
en tled “Violin Students Burst into the Square with Foreign Musicians.” A flash mob performance in the Plaza de Armas was performed by 15 students
alongside foreign teachers. Bailey Wantuch (US), Cecilia Bercovich (Spain), Alexander Peña (Mexican‐American) and David Carrasco (Chile) are part of
The Global Leaders Program, whose objec ve is to support music related projects. The 4 were in Osorno last month, working in partnership with the
Cuerdas Frotadas group, working with students in Osorno.
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“Violin teacher and orchestral director, Alexander Peña, who has great experience in the area, also said that the first impression he got from the
students was their apparent shyness, which disappeared within days, establishing a bond of trust . ‘I can say that the three students I have raised their
level and technique in two days. They ask high level ques ons, so I think it has been a good experience, ‘ he said. Regarding the advantages that the
violin students who par cipate in this ini a ve have, Peña said that many might say that they did not start at the age of three, but similar to his
experience, he started studying violin at the age of 11 and his teachers saw that there was something beyond an early appren ceship, but through by
their spirit and hard work they would go far.”
Nā Leo Hou Choral Fes val
Three Seniors, Alisha Churma ‘19, Rebecca Ridao ‘19 and Megan Tagami ‘19, represented 'Iolani well at this year's Nā Leo Hou Choral Fes val, held over
a three‐day period at Central Union Church. All three rehearsed and performed as members of both the Chamber Choir (a more select group) and the
Fes val Choir under the outstanding direc on of Dr. Derrick Fox from the University of Nebraska‐Omaha.
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In all, there were over 400 voices from 18 diﬀerent schools from 5 of the main Hawaiian Islands. The singing was glorious! The grand finale was a
gorgeous choral arrangement of the Hawaiian song Palehua, which was enhanced with several dozen of the students lining the aisles and dancing hula
while they sang. As we say here in Hawai'i, it was chicken skin!
Boy’s Basketball Moves on to the State Tournament
The boys basketball team qualified for the HHSAA State Tournament on Wednesday night, pulling out a 52‐47 victory over Saint Francis to claim third‐
place in the ILH on its second a empt. Two nights earlier, the Saints beat our Raiders, 57‐46, to set up Wednesday's rematch that was essen ally a play‐
in game for states.
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Our boys will flew to the Big Island today to open the state tournament versus Hilo. The Raiders won this opening round game 72‐45 and advanced to
the quarterfinals of the HHSAA State Championship Tournament versus Moanalua on Thursday. The game will be played in the second‐seed OIA
champions gym at 7pm. Let’s get out and support the team. 'Iolani nō ka 'oi! Here is a link to follow the tournament.
Wrestling

The final HHSAA State Championship to get underway to close out the winter athle c season is the boys and girls state wrestling meet, which will be
held on Wednesday and Thursday at the Blaisdell Center Arena. Go Raiders!Here is a link to follow the tournament.
All the best in health and happiness,
Tim
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-Timothy R. Cottrell, PhD
Head of School
'Iolani School
(m) 808-222-2027
This communication may contain information that may be confidential, privileged and/or prohibited from disclosure. Except for personal use by the intended recipient, or as
expressly authorized by the sender, any person who receives this information is prohibited from disclosing, copying, distributing, and/or using it. If you have received this
communication in error, please immediately delete it and all copies, and promptly notify the sender. Nothing in this communication is intended to operate as an electronic
signature under applicable law.
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