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Iolani Archives <archives@iolani.org>

Fwd: Letter from the Head of School 3_10_19
Timothy Cottrell <tcottrell@iolani.org>
Bcc: facstaffk-12@iolani.org

Sun, Mar 10, 2019 at 2:39 PM

March 10, 2019
Dear Parents,
Fiddler on the Roof. Bravo!
Reviews from faculty members Peter Webb and Jeﬀrey Hackler.

When I sat down Tuesday night to watch a dress rehearsal of Fiddler, I set myself a challenge: get through the first 20 minutes of the show without
laughing out loud or tearing up. I didn't make it. This morning on the drive in to school I found myself singing "If I Were A Rich Man". If you like musical
theater‐‐or even if you don't!‐‐IDP's produc on of Fiddler on the Roof is a must see.
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For more than half a century, Fiddler on the Roof has been a tradi on in American musical theater. Fiddler on the Roof originally opened on Broadway
in 1964 and ran for an unprecedented 3,242 performances. A compelling musical score, touching lyrics, and the choreography of Jerome Robbins were
major factors in this massive success, but at the core of the musical's appeal was its bi ersweet depic on of life, love, loss, and hope in an impoverished
Jewish hamlet, a shtetl, in 1905 in Imperial Russia. With the horrors of the Holocaust only 20 years in the past, and the witch hunt of the House Un‐
American Ac vi es Commi ee s ll very much on people's minds, Fiddler on the Roof gave its original audiences the ability to sympathize with the
vic ms of an ‐Semi sm and exclusion in the manageable context of a single family's struggles, moderated by the love of the family and the humorous
and compassionate narra on of Tevye, the family's father.
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For an audience in 2019, Fiddler remains a vital and compelling show. While the Holocaust is less immediate for us, its memory is always with us.
Joseph McCarthy is gone, but we have our own par san poli cal angers and we are all too familiar with eﬀorts to marginalize and exclude those whom
we see as "others." Most importantly, we s ll need to see that love can triumph, that people of all cultures and creeds are united by family aﬀec on,
that no ma er the obstacles or the changes in our lives, we can triumph by caring for each other. The characters in Fiddler are all of us: every parent
sees him or herself in Tevye and Golde's struggles to do what is best for their family, every child iden fies with Tzeitel's romance, Chava's forbidden love
and Motel's need to prove himself. We cry with the family's sorrow, sing with joy as they celebrate, and recognize the fear and the possibility of our own
changes in the family's forced departure from their beloved shtetl at the end of the show.
The `Iolani Drama c Players produc on of Fiddler on the Roof combines a terrific cast with superb support. The pit orchestra, under the direc on of
Manny Dayao '97, fills the show with impeccable and energe c rendi ons of some of the most memorable songs ever composed for the stage. Kevin
Pease, the vocal director, has given the cast the ability to shine in tender solo moments and in superb choral numbers. Andrew Sakaguchi's
choreography is dynamic and engaging, with compelling performances from the ensemble and the soloists. The costumes (Kimmerie Jones), ligh ng
(Janine Myers), and set (Claire Paul) are evoca ve, dropping us instantly into Tevye's world. As always, Robert Duval's cas ng and direc on (supported
by assistant directors Chloe Evans '19, Brooke Bolton '19, and Hannah Yonamine '19) pulls amazingly nuanced performances out of the en re cast, both
IDP veterans and rookie actors.
Any produc on of Fiddler hinges on the actor who plays Tevye, the father of the family and the narrator of much of the play. The 1964 Broadway
produc on featured Zero Mostel, an incredible embodiment of manic energy, charisma, and pathos, best known for his starring roles in Mel Brooks's
The Producers and Richard Lester's A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum. Tyrell Garcia '19, fresh from his excellent work in the IDP fall
produc on of Macbeth, fills Mostel's large shoes extremely well. Garcia's Tevye is some mes angry, some mes confused, but always searching for the
right thing to do, whatever tradi on may seem to advise. His spirited rendi on of “If I Were A Rich Man” had me clapping along, and Tyrell’s concern for
his wife and daughters is the emo onal core of the play.

Julia Kennedy '20 gives us a compelling vision of Golde, the prac cal and some mes exasperated spouse of Tevye. Kennedy's energy and superb voice
make her "Do You Love Me" duet with Garcia one of the highlights of the play. She tosses oﬀ her frequent one liners with vim.

PDF created:

3/11/2019, 8:39 AM

4 of 27

Bonnie‐Lynn Montano '20 and Tate McAluney '19 hit all the right notes as Tzeitel and Motel, the lovers who break with tradi on to follow their hearts.
Their love is paralleled by the equally problema c rela onship between the revolu onary Perchik (Connor Kennedy '19) and Tevye’s second daughter,
Hodel (Hannah Yonamine '19), and by the shocking elopement of third daughter Chava (Celine Carr ’22) with a Russian gen le (Charlie Duval ’22).

All three daughters shine in their singing and dancing, especially in “Matchmaker, Matchmaker”, and in their struggle to choose between family and
spouse. The daughters’ suitors range from shy to bombas c to poised, and all three of these actors give their characters real dimension and he .
Special men on must be given to Ashlyn Okazaki ’20 for her high‐flying appearance and eldritch singing as a ghost, as well as to Mari Agena ’20 as the
village matchmaker and gossip, and Madison Kusumoto ’20 as a par cularly feisty grandmother. Sarp Senol ’20 provides strong support as a good‐
hearted man who is wronged, and Joe Taylor ’20 is suitably oﬃcious and touchingly concerned as the local Constable.
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As is always the case with musicals, the size of the cast makes it impossible to comment on each individual performance, but every performance in this
show is worthy of praise. Major or minor characters, those with solos and those who perform with the ensemble, every actor on stage gives the show
everything she or he can; the result is superb. I guarantee that you will leave the theater with tear tracks on your cheeks and a smile on your lips,
humming the show's meless tunes and reliving the emo onal highlights of the evening in your mind. –Dr. Peter Webb
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ Second Review ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐
Fiddler on the Roof is an amazing, moving and wonderful piece of art, a combina on of music, performance and dance. The actors play beyond their
years. Our students have been molded into a mature theater company and perform this ambi ous play seamlessly. I was amazed how me and again
they made me laugh out loud, or sing along or cry mournful tears – and some mes, all at the same me.
Dr. Peter Webb’s review of Fiddler on the Roof is spot on. It’s important that you read his words with fresh eyes, not only for the acclaim he passes
around to the actors, which is well deserved, but also for the historical background he oﬀers. Not to get too heavy, but by the end of the play, and not
to give anything away, the main family members are forced to move away from their village through no fault of their own. A er the curtain descended, I
sat in my seat stunned, thinking that likewise, due to decisions made by people in other loca ons, climate change may make many of us move to higher
ground or away from these islands …. and to where will we move?
What I love about a ending the Spring musical is watching faces and talents change over me. The lead, Tyrell Garcia ‘19, was in my 9th grade Study
Hall and I have watched him grow and mature into a legi mate star. His performance contained all the nuances of an older man who had experienced
the travails of life. He commanded the stage. Go to the show, just to watch him.
There are many other stars, many of whom Dr. Webb has already iden fied, such as the no‐nonsense mother of five children, Julia Kennedy ’20. This
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play also allowed the director to give many of the younger actors choice parts that will allow them to develop their ac ng skills. At one me, there were
54 actors on stage, smoothly moving, dancing, singing. What marvelous choreography by Andrew Sakaguchi that runs throughout the play.
I enjoyed the matchmaker, Mari Agena ’20 – what a busybody talkaholic. What a hoot. Connor Kennedy ’19 – I used to see him play goalie during Varsity
Women’s Soccer prac ces – and now – he has a strong stage presence and a voice to match. Tate McAluney ’19, another fellow I have followed since
10th grade, is such a nervous suitor un l he develops a spine to stand up to the dad. Maya Camacho ‘21 opens and closes the show by playing her violin
beau fully. Most performances by other theater companies have an actor who mimes playing the instrument but we get to listen to a top‐notch
musician who, by the way, was convinced to be on stage this year and not in the pit.
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I was impressed with Caitln Kadooka ’20 who played a clarinet solo during a pivotal moment in the play and Mariko Jurcsak ‘19 who danced a lovely solo
in the second act. The ensemble, all 28 of them, had been trained by Vocal Director Kevin Pease to sing with depth, rather than a simple 2 or 3 part
harmony. Their singing was exquisite. The musicians, all 29, are students except for two teachers, Dr. Steve Borick and Dr. Jeﬀ Pearson. What a joy to
hear live music. – Mr. Jeﬀrey Hackler
Big Band Bash
The Big Band Bash II was held last Sunday March 3 at the Hawaii Theatre. Allsix par cipa ng
school jazz bands including the three groups from 'Iolani performed marvelously. There was no shortage of incredible student talent displayed amongst
the par cipa ng schools.

The evening closed with the Jazz Collec ve All‐Stars, made up of some of the leading jazz musicians and educators both na onally and abroad.
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Eric Miyashiro wowed the audience with his musical virtuosity. A standing ova on was given at the conclusion of the concert. The guest ar sts also went
out to the par cipa ng school to give free clinics as part of the ins tute's mission of educa onal outreach.
Cavani Quartet Residency
The awesome Cavani Quartet was in residence at 'Iolani for four days, February 28‐March 3. The residency was a tremendous success and oﬀered us
the opportunity to serve both the 'Iolani and the broader Honolulu communi es. The week was full with coachings, clinics, and two concerts: one
Saturday for families and young children, and a culmina ng recital on Sunday a ernoon. Congratula ons to our Orchestra team for organizing such a
wonderful week of events.
Eric Wong, Cavani violist, coaching the Nova Quartet. Six of the eight ‘Iolani quartets par cipated in masterclasses with Cavani.

Cavani performed for all the LS orchestra students on Friday:
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They shared their exper se and exuberant enthusiasm with many diﬀerent cons tuencies ‐ students young and old, string quartets and orchestras,
individuals and groups from all over Oahu. They taught and coached at the University of Hawaii and at Punahou School in addi on to four days in
residence at 'Iolani; the residency was a partnership between Iolani School, HASTA, SAH, Punahou School, and the University of Hawaii, and was
sponsored by the Tam & Young Arts Chair. Cavani Quartet with Orchestra 4. Cavani worked with most of our orchestras.

The final concert Sunday in Seto Hall featured much loved standards by Beethoven and Dvorak and evoca ve new works by contemporary American
composers, shared with an enthusias c capacity audience.
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Oʻahu Band Directors Associa on Solo & Ensemble medalists

On Sunday, January 27 and February 24, respec vely, the High School and Middle School Solo and Ensemble fes vals were held at the University of
Hawaiʻi ‐ Mānoa. Individual soloists and small chamber groups performed their prepared pieces before adjudicators and small audiences in various
loca ons within the Music Department complex. There were three categories of medals based on diﬃculty of music ‐ Gold, Red and Bronze; and
classifica ons within each medal category based on scores: Red ribbon ‐ Very Good; Blue ribbon ‐ Excellent. Twenty‐two medals were awarded to
nineteen ʻIolani students, with several students performing in both solo and ensemble divisions. Congratula ons to all instrumentalists!
GOLD ‐ Blue
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Caitlyn Kadooka '20 ‐ clarinet solo, Remy Ohara '21 ‐ trumpet solo
GOLD ‐ Red
Jase Kobayakawa '21 ‐ trumpet solo, Jeein Hong '21 ‐ flute solo, Erena Yamatsu '20 ‐ flute, woodwind quartet, Eileen Liu '22 ‐ clarinet, woodwind quartet,
Hana Yoshizawa '21 ‐ bassoon, woodwind quartet
SILVER ‐ Blue
Kailey Lum '23 ‐ flute solo, Pono Willing '23 ‐ trumpet, brass quintet, Noah Kuroda '23 ‐ trumpet, brass quintet, Wya Lance '22 ‐ French horn, brass
quintet, Jonah Lum '22 ‐ trombone, brass quintet, Tyler Matsuzaki '22 ‐ tuba, brass quintet
SILVER ‐ Red
Hana Yoshizawa '21 ‐ bassoon solo, Laurence Kwock '19 ‐ bass clarinet, clarinet trio, Kara Ushijima '20 ‐ clarinet, clarinet trio, Stephen Qian '23 ‐ clarinet,
clarinet trio, Allison Eto '23 ‐ clarinet, woodwind duet, Kailey Lum '23 ‐ flute, woodwind duet
BRONZE ‐ Red
Allison Eto '23 ‐ clarinet solo, Spencer Lyau '25 ‐ bassoon solo
Concordia University Choir
The Hokuloa Singers have hosted scores of very accomplished choirs throughout the years, but few can compare with the expert singing by our guests
from Irvine California today. The music they delivered with precision, polish and passion is of the utmost degree of diﬃculty, spanning several centuries
and resen ng numerous cultures. We members of the 'Iolani community who were fortunate enough to hear our guests today will never forget this
superb performance.
In this photo, the talented singers of the Concordia University Choir are amazing their audience with a bombas c opening number, "I Was Glad When
They Said Unto Me" by English composer C. Hubert H. Parry.

Here the Hokuloa Singers join forces with the 56 men and women of the Concordia University Choir for some vocal warm‐ups.

`Iobo cs at First Robo cs compe on in Victoria, BC.
‘A’ohe hana nui ke alu ‘ia ‐ No task is too big when done together by all. This was the mo o displayed on the banner of Team 2444 from Kamehameha
Kapālama, our neighbors in the pit of the Canadian Pacific Regional held in Victoria, BC. In the past week, ʻIobo cs competed valiantly against 35 teams
from the US and Canada in a FIRST Robo cs Regional Compe on. In the true nature of the ʻOne Teamʻ spirit, the ʻIobo cs pit was impressively
equipped, and served as a hub for other teams in need of help. ʻIolani students formed strong collabora ve rela onships with other teams from Hawaiʻi,
such as team 2444, and during the matches, both teams were cheering vigorously for one another. ʻIobo cs performed very well during the qualifying
matches and entered the quarterfinals on the 3rd seeded alliance.
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A seat‐gripping, e‐breaking match in the semi‐finals ended the ʻIobo cs winning streak, but their success was far from over. The highlight of the event
was the award segment of the closing ceremony. ʻIobtoics walked away with the Charmanʻs Award, “the most pres gious award at FIRST Robo cs that
honors the team that best represents a model for other teams to emulate and best embodies the purpose and goals of FIRST”. This award secured a
spot for ʻIobo cs in the FIRST World Championships in Houston in April. Be sure to stay tuned for updates to stream live matches from the event so you
can support your raider robo cs team. Hoʻomaikaʻi ʻIobo cs!
Math Team keeps on rolling
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Earning a perfect 150 points in the first 3 events, the Raider math team built up a big lead early and ended up with a 40‐point win at Waipahu High this
past Saturday. Brandon Lai '20 and Jonah Yoshida '21 led the way with perfect scores. Our other team members were Seobeen Chang '20, Tyson
DeCastro '20, Chenyi Hu '19, Haeri Kim '20, Gabriel Kwock '20, Joshua Park '21, Jake Song '21 and Roy Song '19. Punahou, Kamehameha and McKinley
rounded out the top 4 with 215, 198 and 157 points, respec vely.
The team of Dagny Brand '21, Darren Do '21 (perfect score), Emily Chen '22 (perfect score) and Daniel Cho '22 scored 110 points to win the JV division.
Also par cipa ng were Katherine Kan '21, Ariel Ma '21, Sonny Nguyen '21 and Jus n Sato '21. Punahou, Kamehameha and Waipahu rounded out the
top 4 with 91, 56 and 56 points, respec vely. A big mahalo to coaches Michael Park, David Masunaga, Lance Takeuchi, Kathy Nirei, Alan Yeh and Ryan
Sasaki. The last meet of the year will be held on April 6 at Campbell High.
Mathcounts

Congratula ons to the 'Iolani Mathcounts team for placing 2nd behind perennial power Washington Intermediate at the state compe on held at
Kamehameha on Saturday. The four‐member team was comprised of Allison Eto ‘23, Katelyn Lam ‘23, James Bae ‘24 and Jus n Lu ‘24. Allison shined in
the individual por on of the compe on placing third overall and securing a place on the four member Hawai’i team that will travel to Orlando in May
to compete at the na onal Mathcounts compe on. The team is coached by Joe Guillou and Kris Sakaguchi.
2019 Economics Chair
Dr. Ayman Reda, the 2019 Economics Chair and an authority on the rela onship between economics and religion, visited our campus from the
University of Michigan. He shared his exper se with the AP Economics classes, discussing the history of economic thought.
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He also gave an evening presenta on on what saints and superheroes can teach us about improving market capitalism.
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In addi on, Dr. Reda par cipated in a panel discussion with the Peace Chair, Fernanda Balata, on environmental sustainability and rising levels of green
ac vism.
One Team Wagon
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This week, the One Team Wagon made its debut. Our school’s own lunch truck is located near the front of the New Residence Hall and is open daily
from 11am‐1pm (or un l everything is sold out). The theme for the menu selec ons is Street Food. Here is a sneak peek at next week’s menu:
Monday Fried Shoyu Chicken w/ Rice & Macaroni Salad
Tuesday Lemongrass Chicken Bahn Mi Sandwich
Wednesday Hamburger Steak and Caramelized Onions
Thursday Garlic Shrimp on Penne Pasta w/ a Shiitake Mushroom Cream Sauce
Hālau ʻIolani in Kailua
On Sunday, March 3rd, the ladies of Hālau ʻIolani performed in the I LOVE HULA show in Kailua at the Kailua Town Center. The group put on an hour
long show for over 200 guests.
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Sharing their passion for the Hawaiian culture, the girls from fourth through twel h grade, showcased the art of hula they learned throughout this
semester. This venue provided their family, friends and guests to enjoy a beau ful Sunday a ernoon celebra ng Hawai'i.
Peace Chair Fernanda Balata
`Iolani’s 2019 Berit Mexia Chair for Peace and Social Jus ce just completed her whirlwind two weeks helping `Iolani students and the Hawai`i
community. She was here from the New Economics Founda on in London. A specialist in sustainability and climate jus ce who is also well versed in
social and economic jus ce, in the two weeks she did classes in Marine Biology, Literature of the Ocean, US History, Crea ve Non‐Fic on, Philosophical
Literature, English 8, Contemporary Issues, History of the Modern World, and Economics and Entrepreneurship.
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She met with the Lower School Peace and Jus ce Club, the Upper School’s Students Peace Ins tute and the Upper School’s chapter of the Global Issues
Network student organiza on. In addi on, she did workshops at St. Andrew’s Priory, spoke at the state Capitol, did live‐stream interview at UH, and
served as the keynote speaker at the state’s Global Issues Network conference. She also met with various NGO leaders in Honolulu about their work
helping Hawai`i’s environment and did an evening presenta on and panel with some of them on Hawai`i’s environmental and economic issues at
`Iolani’s Sullivan Center; she did a second evening event there that was a Student Forum on sustainability in Hawaii. As if all that weren't already
enough, she appeared in a lunch me panel with `Iolani’s Economics Chair Dr. Ayman Reda in Seto Hall. In her two weeks here, she made many friends,
and the `Iolani community had a chance to see both her remarkable friendliness and her tremendous exper se.
Dr. Rachel Schutz
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On Thursday, Dr. Rachel Schutz dropped by to work with the Hokuloa Singers on breath control, warming up the body to sing, and resonance. Dr. Schutz
is Assistant Professor of Voice at Ithaca College. The singers loved her fun warm‐ups and deligh ul sense of humor and were fascinated by her
explana ons of how the voice works.
Grade 6 Medieval Faire
On Wednesday, March 6th, the 6th graders ended their quarter‐long study of the Middle Ages by staging their annual Medieval Faire. Each student
researched a chosen role, created their costume and devised ac vi es and skits to share what they learned with family, faculty and fellow students.
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Faire‐goers enjoyed live medieval music, a produc on of "Rumpels ltskin", the knights' duels and the Maypole dance. Students exchanged medieval
currency at the bank, had fortunes told by the astrologers and helped to catch nefarious criminals. A good me was had by all!
Mini Society
3rd Grade Collaborators opened their Mini Society Marketplace for their family and friends along Conven on Lawn this past Friday. Students have been
developing their entrepreneurial skills and were ready to meet, greet and serve consumers with a smile. Using the Design Thinking Process, student
entrepreneurs developed their own small business, then spent the past few months crea ng and tweaking their final products or services.
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Students were both enthusias c and excited to share their learning with family and friends. Seeing the smiles on customers’ faces, shopping bags
stuﬀed with unique products, and healthy profits made by student entrepreneurs, was clear evidence that the day was a success for everyone involved!
Judo Team climbs Koko Head Crater

Varsity Tennis
The varsity season is underway and the 'Iolani Raider tennis teams are oﬀ to a great start. The tryouts for both teams were two weeks, Feb. 11 ‐ 22, with
majority from last year returning and a few new faces being added on. The head coaches for the varsity teams are Henry Somerville (girls) and Alex
Aybar (boys). The girls team includes Gabby Siaosi ‘19, Mari Kwee 19', Celeste Inouye '19, Cynthia Nagano '19, Alyssa Watanabe '19, Kylie Pham '19,
Jenna Yoshimi '19, Sachi Sawamura '19, Kristen Yokoyama '19, Kristen Drown '20, Miya Warner '20, Karne Ngo '20, Denby Nagata '22. The boys team
includes Genki Kadomatsu '19, Roy Song '19, Robert Chang '20, Cody Ching '20, Gabriela Kwock '20, Riley Visaya '20, James Kim '20, Trevor Lau '20,
Trevor Oshiro '20, Sco Yamamoto '21, Andrew Somerville '21. The following is a summary of our seasons so far.
Girls Team
The girls have victories over Mid Pac 3‐2, Kamehameha 3‐2, and St. Andrew's Priory 5‐0. Our key victories have come in doubles where our senior team
of Gabby Siaosi and Mari Kwee have led the way. Next week will be our biggest challenge against Punahou on Tuesday, March 12 @ Punahou 4:30pm.
Boys Team
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The ‘Iolani boys varsity tennis team is leading the season with a score of 4‐0. They won three matches against maryknoll, Kamehameha and saint francis
5‐0. They also had a great win against punahou 3‐2. Third double, Andrew Somerville and Genki Kadomatsu got the first win for iolani in two sets,
followed by Sco Yamamoto who also won in two sets. Cody Ching and Robert Chang clinched the match for iolani playing at number 1 doubles.
Baseball
Our baseball team opened ILH play this past week, winning all three of its games vs. Saint Francis (11‐5), Saint Louis (14‐7) and Pac‐Five (7‐4).
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They'll be back in ac on on Tuesday, hos ng Kamehameha at 3:30 pm. Our Raiders are currently ranked No. 2 in the state by the Star‐Adver ser, behind
only defending HHSAA champion Baldwin. Here's the link to an ar cle by the Star‐Adver ser a er the victory over Saint Louis:

So ball
The so ball team is oﬀ a hot start. Saturday's 17‐11 victory at Kamehameha improved our Raiders' record in ILH play to 4‐1 and they've now scored a
total of 96 runs.
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They'll be back in ac on on Thursday versus Saint Francis at Ala Wai Neighborhood Park, at the Makai end of University Ave. Here's the link to an ar cle
by the Star‐Adver ser about Coach Benny Agbayani
All the best in health and happiness,
Tim

-Timothy R. Cottrell, PhD
Head of School
'Iolani School
(m) 808-222-2027
This communication may contain information that may be confidential, privileged and/or prohibited from disclosure. Except for personal use by the intended recipient, or as
expressly authorized by the sender, any person who receives this information is prohibited from disclosing, copying, distributing, and/or using it. If you have received this
communication in error, please immediately delete it and all copies, and promptly notify the sender. Nothing in this communication is intended to operate as an electronic
signature under applicable law.
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