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Iolani Archives <archives@iolani.org>

Fwd: Letter from the Head of School 5_19_19
1 message
Timothy Cottrell <tcottrell@iolani.org>
Bcc: facstaffk-12@iolani.org

Sun, May 19, 2019 at 2:09 PM

May 19, 2019
Dear Parents,
Important iPad Refresh Informa on
Every three years, the iPads are replaced with a more current model. In the summer of 2019, the en re ﬂeet of iPads will be upgraded with new iPads.
In order to process the exis ng installed base of iPads (wipe, ﬁx repairs, clean, etc) and make some system‐wide changes, we are reques ng that all
‘Iolani‐issued iPads be returned to the school at the end of academic requirements during the last week of May.
For Lower School students grades 3 ‐ 6, teachers will be keeping the iPads in students’ homerooms star ng Tuesday, May 28th. Please send back all
accessories on that day ‐ iPad, keyboard, case, cable, and charging adapter. For students in grades K‐2, no ac on is needed.
For Upper School students, we ask that iPads be returned when your student is ﬁnished with ﬁnal exams. ‘Iolani will email Upper School students
instruc ons about when and how to return their iPads. Students enrolled in summer classes that require iPad use will be instructed to keep their current
iPads.
For more details, including: how to backup student data before turning in an iPad, a schedule for iPad returns, what to do if your child’s iPad is damaged,
and more; go to this webpage where we address frequently asked ques ons. If you have any ques ons that are not answered at this site, please email
helpdesk@iolani.org.
Taylor Venenciano '19 named U.S. Presiden al Scholar
'Iolani School senior Taylor Venenciano '19 has been selected as one of 161 United States Presiden al Scholars. The White House Commission on
Presiden al Scholars selects scholars annually based on their academic success, ar s c and technical excellence, essays, school evalua ons and
transcripts, as well as evidence of community service, leadership and demonstrated commitment to high ideals.

Of the 3.6 million students expected to graduate from high school this year, more than 5,200 candidates qualiﬁed for the 2019 awards determined by
outstanding performance on the College Board SAT and ACT exams or through nomina ons made by Chief State School Oﬃcers, other partner
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recogni on organiza ons and the Na onal YoungArts Founda on's na onwide YoungArts compe

on.

The 2019 U.S. Presiden al Scholars are comprised of one young man and one young woman from each state, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico,
and U.S. families living abroad, as well as 15 chosen at‐large, 20 Scholars in the Arts and 20 Scholars in Career and Technical Educa on. The 2019
ceremony will be held on June 23, when each honoree will receive a Presiden al Scholar Medallion. A complete list of 2019 U.S. Presiden al Scholars is
available at h p://www.ed.gov/psp.
Kindergarten Ho’olaule’a
The class of 2031 held its Ho’olaule’a on Friday in the One Team Fieldhouse. It featured several performances by the kindergarteners for their parents
and grandparents. The opening ’oli and the ukulele accompaniment for the ﬁrst song were provided by the fourth graders of the class of 2027.

Toward the end of the event, each student retrieved their envelope of personal materials and deposited it into a me capsule, which will be opened
during their senior year. The students and their families were treated to a tour of the newly constructed and almost complete K‐1 community.

PDF created:

5/20/2019, 3:52 PM

3 of 21

PDF created:

5/20/2019, 3:52 PM

4 of 21

Spring Ho’ike
On Friday, April 26th, our ﬁrst graders shared their learning with their families at their Spring Ho’ike event. Parents were invited into a “day in the life”
of their ‘Iolani ﬁrst grader/s. Together they became writers, mathema cians, readers, scien st, coders, ar sts, dancers, athletes, social scien sts and
musicians.
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It was a day ﬁlled with ac on, learning and pride. Families le with a deeper understanding of how hard their li le ones are working, while having fun
and ge ng messy. Please enjoy a glimpse into their Ho’ike celebra on.
Grade 10 Leadership
The students from the 10th grade Leadership class, have been working on a project this semester that they would love to share with you. Their project is
called "Notes to Inspire." It's a set of 10 gree ng cards designed by the class and meant to share the stories of inspira onal people in our community
who have overcome adversity.

Each card features a story, quote, and handprint from an amazing individual who we were fortunate enough to interview this semester (many of whom
are ed to `Iolani in some way). Sets of 10 cards are selling for $20 and all proﬁts will be going to Abili es Unlimited, a local non‐proﬁt that focuses on
building inclusive communi es that empower individuals with disabili es.
Cards include proﬁles of:
Summer Kozai: an 'Iolani alumna and quadruple amputee (and Trooper, her trusty service dog!)
Garrick Lau: `Iolani alumnus and quadriplegic
Danh Nguyen: `Iolani Physical Plant re ree and former prisoner of war
Laurie Horita: an 'Iolani parent, breast cancer survivor, and 2015’s Mother of the Year
Tina Moore: an aspiring social worker, foster care child, and KA`I student
Lucy: Jenna Yoshimi's '19 paralyzed dog
Reverend Yoshiaki Fujitani: World War II veteran, Buddhist priest, and a former `Iolani grandparent
Sabrina and Larissa: two clients of Abili es Unlimited
Stella Saito: centenarian and maker of baby blankets for Navy‐Marine newborns
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Vincent Jones: a three‐year‐old suﬀering from Spinocerrebellar Ataxia Type 29
You can purchase cards at the Lower and Upper School Main Oﬃces as well as the KA`I Oﬃce in SCIL (cash or checks made out to `Iolani School). You can
also use credit card by clicking here.
Spring Jazz & Ballet Showcase: The Greatest Showman
The Greatest Showman came to town! The In School Jazz and Ballet Program, along with the Lower School Contemporary Jazz students, performed to a
jam‐packed house at the beau fully renovated Leeward Community College Theater on Saturday May 11. Special Guest ar st, Darin Kaai of the 24/7
Dance Force, performed a moving duet with Taylor Lau ‘20 to Rewrite the Stars bringing audience members to tears.
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To close The Greatest Showman, Kaai choreographed and performed to I’m Alive demonstra ng his strong showmanship and technique. Other guest
ar sts included Ringmaster, Andrew Sakaguchi, and magician Alyssa Kimura ‘22, along with seven unicyclists, who lit up the stage with a well‐
orchestrated circus number. Rounding out the evening, the dancing Seniors of ‘19 performed a dynamic jazz number, and closed the show with a
beau ful rendi on of Mele Ohana.

Mama Mia!
This "feel good" musical includes some of Abba's greatest hits: Dancing Queen, Mamma Mia, Winner Takes It All, SOS, and MORE...... Local actor and
Castle HS graduate Kimee Balmilero (Hawaii 5‐0, Magnum P.I.) was in the original broadway cast of Mamma Mia and came to work with our kids earlier
this spring.
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She shared that the show opened on Broadway Oct 18, 2001, a few short weeks a er 9/11. Mamma Mia became to be a refuge from the stress and
heartbreak happening in New York City at that me..... and con nues to delight audiences around the world. Period 5 class performed on Friday and
Period 6 class on Saturday.
Music Collabora on #3
Intermediate Band par cipated in a third joint concert this semester as they were invited to perform with the Farrington High School Orchestra in their
Spring Strings Recital on Saturday, May 11, 2019. The program opened with The Royal Hawaiian Band, followed by six elementary school string
orchestra, ʻukulele and chorus ensembles in the districtʻs complex.
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Culmina ng the event was Intermediate Band and the Farrington High School Orchestra performing "Themes From Capriccio Italien," "Ashokan
Farewell" and "The Best of Bruno Mars." The recital closed with all of the featured groups performing "Kindness Starts With Me," by composer and
emcee, Jonah Moananu.
3rd Grade Garden Club End‐of‐Year Celebra on
On Friday, the 3rd grade Healthy Garden Club ended the year by hos ng a celebra on with parents and grandparents on the 4th ﬂoor in the Sullivan
Center for Innova on and Leadership. 3rd graders Audrey, Caroline, Todd, Reyn, Jackson, Tyler, Andrew and Adrian harvested fresh basil and greens
from their garden to use in dishes the students created from scratch. Students worked together to create their own recipes for 12 unique pizzas and 2
smoothies, blueberry or strawberry and a salad of raw greens with a homemade vinaigre e. There was a also a fresh red hibiscus and mint tea, sourced
from campus gardens. Family members enjoyed watching club members collabora ng in the prepara on, serving and clean up. A erwards, families
were treated to a tour of the SCIL Teruya Roo op Garden. Ending the event, students presented family members with basil plants they grew from seeds.
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The club meets about twice monthly during the second semester. Students learn about and par cipate in sustainable gardening prac ces as well as
healthy food prepara on and culinary technique. At the end of each mee ng, students cook up a snack or whole meal. Any le overs are taken home by
club members to their families or shared by the students with the LS oﬃce staﬀ. This year, club members learned about seed propaga on, transplan ng
seedlings, cooking with the bounty from their garden, learning new ﬂavor combina ons, medicinal herbs, and knife skills.

Each week covered a diﬀerent topic and Fridayʻs celebra on was a culmina on of all of the lessons they learned, transformed into a healthy ea ng
celebra on. All dishes featured items grown on campus or locally sourced and no ingredients were used that degrade the environment in unsustainable
ways. The 3rd grade garden club is advised by teacher Mrs. Warner, supported by garden specialist Ron Brasher and friend of the club, Mr. Sakaguchi.
Na onal La n Exam
The results of the Na onal La n Exam, which is given worldwide, were recently released. The following Iolani students received awards. We had two
perfect score recipients, Noelani Hiltner ’24 (7th: Introduc on to La n) and Kyle Ching ’22 (9th: La n II).
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Introduc on to La n
Perfect Score and Cer ﬁcate of Outstanding Achievement: Noelani Hiltner ‘24
Cer ﬁcate of Outstanding Achievement: Owen Ching ‘24, Arianna Ito ‘24, Reef Hangai ‘24, Aidan To ori ‘24, Braden Takehara ‘24, Devin Panalal ‘24
Cer ﬁcate of Achievement: Lindsey Young ‘24, Avalyne Andaya ‘24, Michael Kostecki ‘24, Abhinav Erukulapa ‘24
La n I
Maxima Cum Laude Cer ﬁcate with Silver Medal: Tamzen Lim ‘23
Magna Cum Laude Cer ﬁcate: Nate Kodama ‘23, Connor Arakaki ‘22, Serra Allie Calunod ’23
Cum Laude Cer ﬁcate: Isabel Adams ‘23, Noa Drewes ‘23, Jake Mariani ’23 Lockley McElroy ‘22
La n II
Perfect Score and Summa Cum Laude Cer ﬁcate with Gold Medal: Kyle Ching ‘22
Summa Cum Laude Cer ﬁcate with Gold Medal: Dylan Kaneshiro ‘21, Tyler Matsuzaki ‘22, Wya Nako ‘22, Mia Nakamura ‘22, Timothy Ignacio ‘22,
Fuafanua Aga ‘21
Maxima Cum Laude Cer ﬁcate with Silver Medal: Nikki Lum ‘21, Isabella Kostecki ‘22, Ty Heely ‘22, Karys Imai ‘22
Magna Cum Laude Cer ﬁcate: David Kondo ‘21, Andrew Somerville ‘21, Brandon Haruki ’22
Cum Laude Cer ﬁcate: Bryson Lee ’22
La n III
Summa Cum Laude Cer ﬁcate with Gold Medal: Alexa‐Rae Simao ‘21, Patrick Perry ‘20, Hunter Schmidt ‘21, Brandon Lai ‘20, Korn Jiamsripong ‘21,
Tristan Jamrog ‘20, Andrew Dawson ‘21, Noelle Egdamin ‘21, Kaylie Kaneshiro ‘21, Micah Kim‐Bus llos ‘21
Maxima Cum Laude Cer ﬁcate with Silver Medal: Micah Shikada ‘20, Makana Simafranca ‘21, Chris an Campos ‘21
La n III Prose
Summa Cum Laude Cer ﬁcate with Gold Medal: Kara Ushijima ‘20, Sage Kanemaru ‘20, Christopher Tanaka ‘20, Connor Kojima ‘20, Kahiau Among ‘20
Maxima Cum Laude Cer ﬁcate with Silver Medal: Chryssa Chiu ‘20, Gabi Ah Mook Sang ‘20, Sage Vasconcellos‐Merryman ‘20, Taylor Lau ‘20, Susanna
Niu ‘20
Magna Cum Laude Cer ﬁcate: Caleb Wataoka ‘20, Mira‐Jane Higashihara ‘20, Elena Oglivie ‘20
Cum Laude Cer ﬁcate: Koichiro Otake ‘20
La n V
Maxima Cum Laude Cer ﬁcate with Silver Medal: Quinn Goldstein ‘19, Emily Kondo ‘19
Magna Cum Laude Cer ﬁcate: Braxton Lee ‘19, Hannah Yonamine ‘19, Gabriela Siaosi ’19
Cum Laude Cer ﬁcate: Maya Woo ‘19, Alexandra Masca ‘19, Mariko Jurcsak ‘19
Re rees and Years of Service Honored
On Monday, Faculty and staﬀ gathered in the chapel to honor those who have served the ‘Iolani community for 10, 20 and 40 years as well as re rees
and those who will not be returning next school year.
10 Years: Mr. Manny Dayao and Ms. Michelle Hill
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20 Years: Ms. Lehua Carvalho, Ms. Colleen Inaba, Ms. Carrie Miwa, Mr. Joe Monaco, Ms. Kelly Monaco, Mr. Randy Warehime

40 Years: Ms. Pam Fujinaka, Mr. David Masunaga

Re rees: Ms. Laurie Chang – 3.5 years , Ms. Robin Campbell ‐ 12 years , Ms. Marcie Miura ‐ 13 years, Ms. Leslie Evans ‐ 20 years, Mr. Ma hew Gabe ‐ 24
years , Ms. Deborah Hall ‐ 37 years , Mr. Peter Okumura ‐ 38 years, Ms. Cynthia Scheinert ‐ 39 years and Ms. Elsie Yoshimura ‐ 44.5 years
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Annual Basketball Challenge
The class of 2019 ba led a faculty team in the annual basketball challenge held on Friday in the Lower Gym. The teachers prevailed, 47‐33.
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Both squads played well, had fun and displayed good sportsmanship. Our seniors have only four days of school remaining before their water park day
and ﬁnal exams. They’ll graduate on June 1.
Honolulu Sharks and `Iolani Seniors
This past weekend, `Iolani seniors Ryan Nishizaki ‘19, Akihiro Iwakiri ‘19, and Ethan Buck ‘19 led the Honolulu Sharks to victory in the ﬁ h annual
Schaefer’s Cup State Lacrosse Championship tournament in Kona.
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It was a hard fought series of games against solid compe tors such as Punahou, St. Louis, Hawaii Preparatory Academy and Konawaena High School. In
the championship game against Konawaena, Ryan, Aki and crew were strong on defense, holding Konawaena to only one goal, while Ethan and the two
other seniors helped extend the Shark’s lead to a game total of 6 points.

The Sharks are a mixed high school team with a strong core of `Iolani players (not pictured: Bryce Kim ‘22, another `Iolani Sharks player). This year
marks the ﬁ h consecu ve championship for the Sharks.
Lama Tenzin and the Mandala of Compassion
Lama Tenzin is returning to 'Iolani to create the Mandala of Compassion on May 20‐24. He will spend the next with us speaking to students about the
need to educate the heart as well at the mind. Here are some photos from prior visits.

This year he will be located in the Wong‐Trainor Lobby on the ﬁrst ﬂoor of our new dorm building that directly across from St. Alban’s Chapel.
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All classes and friends of the school are welcome to watch this crea on at any point during the day. He will begin the week with a morning medita on
on Monday, 5/20, from 9:00‐9:30 a.m. and will work on the mandala from 9:30 a.m.‐12:00 p.m. and from 1:00‐4:00 p.m. Morning medita on Tuesday‐
Friday will be at 8:30‐9:00 a.m. He will work on the mandala on Tuesday‐Thursday: 9:00 a.m.‐12:00 p.m. and 1:00‐4:00 p.m. Here is a link to watch the
livestream of the mandala construc on. Also, this a 1‐minute ﬁlm created by one of our Film Produc ons teachers, Risa Beer: h ps://vimeo.com
/81541689 from a prior visit.
All the best in health and happiness,
Tim

-Timothy R. Cottrell, PhD
Head of School
'Iolani School
(m) 808-222-2027
This communication may contain information that may be confidential, privileged and/or prohibited from disclosure. Except for personal use by the intended recipient, or as
expressly authorized by the sender, any person who receives this information is prohibited from disclosing, copying, distributing, and/or using it. If you have received this
communication in error, please immediately delete it and all copies, and promptly notify the sender. Nothing in this communication is intended to operate as an electronic
signature under applicable law.
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