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KIM NGUYEN, “MS. KIM”

Dean of Residential Life
Hometown: Telford, Pennsylvania

What three words best describe you?
Colorful, dedicated, and thoughtful

What is your favorite memory from your time in
the ResLife Program?

| have so many amazing memories from our
ResLife Program! One of my favorite memories is
from a recent Weekend Activity. Last year on Pi
Day, our students created a pie bracket, sampled
pies (including some they made), competed in a
Pi recitation contest, and participated in a pie-
throwing contest. It was sweet, delicious, and fun!

REBUS BONNING, “MR. BONNING”

What is one of your favorite places you’ve ever
visited and why?

Switzerland — It felt magical, like a fairy tale, and
was stunningly serene and fun.

What’s your favorite Tsai Dining Hall meal?
Mochiko tofu

Associate Director of Residential Life-Student Care & Conduct,

Reverend Coon House and History Faculty

Hometown: Carpinteria, California

What three words best describe you?
Hopeful, curious, and optimistic

What is your favorite memory from your time in
the ResLife Program?

One of my favorite memories from my time in the
ReslLife Program is catching crabs at night with
flashlights on the North Shore during our retreats.

BORANA SARCEVIC, “MS. B”

What is one of your favorite places you’ve ever
visited and why?

Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park — Its dramatic
natural beauty makes it one of my favorite places
to visit.

What’s your favorite Tsai Dining Hall meal?
Patty melt

Associate Director of Residential Life - Bishop Willis House and Physical Education Faculty

Hometown: Toronto, Ontario

What three words best describe you?
Outdoorsy, adventurous, and curious

What is your favorite memory from your time in
the ResLife Program?

Every year, | love spending time with the Student
Leaders at our orientation retreat and watching

them bond and build connections with one another.

What is one of your favorite places you’ve ever
visited and why?

This is a hard question to answer — every place I've
visited is special for its own reasons.

What’s your favorite Tsai Dining Hall meal?
Garlic shrimp po’boys
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RENEE VILLANUEVA, “MRS. V”

Lead Associate Director of Residential Life - Reverend Stone House

Hometown: Honolulu, Hawai‘i

What three words best describe you?
Talkative, energetic, and cheerful

What is your favorite memory from your time in
the ResLife Program?

My favorite memory from my four years in ResLife
is when we are all together for activities like Aloha
Games, Makahiki, and Color Wars.

BRITTNEY YIM, “MRS. YIM”

What is one of your favorite places you’ve ever
visited and why?

The Pacific Northwest (Oregon and Washington)
— | love visiting because | get to see my kids and
grandson.

What’s your favorite Tsai Dining Hall meal?
Chicken jook

Associate Director of Residential Life - Bishop Staley House

Hometown: KaimukT, Hawai‘i

What three words best describe you?
Supportive, thoughtful, and community-minded

What is your favorite memory from your time in
the ResLife Program?

My favorite memories always stem from our
community activities, especially our first Makahiki
in the rain and our Color Wars games at the end of
the year.

What is one of your favorite places you’ve ever
visited and why?

New York City — It will always have a special place
in my heart because of its energy, diverse food
scene, beautiful outdoor spaces, and art.

What’s your favorite Tsai Dining Hall meal?
Vegetarian moussaka with couscous
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OPERATIONS

MEGAN SMALL, “MRS. SMALL”

Associate Director of Residential Life - Operations

Hometown: Mililani, Hawai‘i

What three words best describe you?
Charismatic, energetic, and reliable

What is your favorite memory from your time in
the ResLife Program?

My favorite memory in ResLife was our very first
Lunar New Year’s Celebration. It remains one of my
favorite traditions.

JASON HONG, “MR. HONG”

Residential Operations Assistant
Hometown: Anchorage, Alaska

What three words best describe you?
Spontaneous, energetic, and goofy

What is your favorite memory from your time in
the ResLife Program?

One of my favorite memories so far has been the
chaos and excitement of student drop-offs and
pickups before and after spring break.

RADLEY RABUT, “MR. RAD”

Residential Operations Assistant
Hometown: Waipahu, Hawai‘i

What three words best describe you?
Ilocano, ‘ohana, and crusader

What is your favorite memory from your time in
the ResLife Program?

ResLife Makahiki because it was started by
students.

What is one of your favorite places you’ve ever
visited and why?
Kaua‘i — It reminds me of my grandparents.

What’s your favorite Tsai Dining Hall meal?
Curry udon or ramen bar

What is one of your favorite places you’ve ever
visited and why?

Seoul, South Korea — Visiting gave me the
opportunity to learn more about and connect with
my culture.

What’s your favorite Tsai Dining Hall meal?
Every meal there is spectacular!

What is one of your favorite places you’ve ever
visited and why?

llocos Norte, Philippines — | enjoy visiting family
there.

What’s your favorite Tsai Dining Hall meal?
Shoyu chicken
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TESA STARK, “MS. TESA”

Director of Residential Life Health and Wellness

Hometown: Lived in Texas the majority of my life
but consider Honolulu my home

What three words best describe you?
Adventurous, empathetic, and not a perfectionist

What is your favorite memory from your time in
the ResLife Program?
Our students....they’re why we are here!

KRISTIN ESTEBAN, “MS. KRISTIN”

Residential Life Health Services Nurse
Hometown: Hawai‘i Kai, Hawai‘i

What three words best describe you?
Caring, fun-loving, and optimizer

What is your favorite memory from your time in
the ResLife Program?

My favorite memory is always move-in day and
getting to meet everyone for the first time.

What is one of your favorite places you’ve ever
visited and why?

Machu Picchu, Peru and the Galdpagos Islands —
Both inspired a complete sense of awe.

What’s your favorite Tsai Dining Hall meal?
Any soup

What is one of your favorite places you’ve ever
visited and why?

Rome, Italy — Great food, rich history, and friendly
people.

What’s your favorite Tsai Dining Hall meal?
Pot roast

BABETTE FERGUSSON, “MRS. FERGUSSON”

Residential Life Health Services Nurse

Hometown: ‘Ele‘ele, Hawai‘i

What three words best describe you?
Genuine, compassionate, and joyful

What is your favorite memory from your time in
the ResLife Program?

Baccalaureate — Seeing the seniors dressed in their
graduation attire is when it becomes reality that
they will soon leave school and embark on their
next adventures.

What is one of your favorite places you’ve ever
visited and why?

Vancouver, British Columbia — | love its perfect

balance of nature, city life, and peaceful energy.

What’s your favorite Tsai Dining Hall meal?
Mochiko tofu
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COUNSELING

SHANTHA MCKINLAY ’09, “DR. SHANTHA”

Director of Social and Emotional Health for Residential Life

Hometown: Honolulu, Hawai‘i

What three words best describe you?
Thoughtful, whimsical, and genuine

What is your favorite memory from your time in
the ResLife Program?

It’s always exciting to welcome new families on
move-in day.

HERA LEE, “MRS. LEE”

Residential Life Academic Counselor
Hometown: Los Angeles, California

What three words best describe you?
Real, encouraging, and approachable

What is your favorite memory from your time in
the ResLife Program?

One of my favorite memories is seeing my first
graduating class walk across the stage. It was really
special to think about when they were freshmen
and see how much they grew in confidence and
independence over time.

What is one of your favorite places you’ve ever
visited and why?

Copenhangen, Denmark — colorful buildings, fresh
local eats, and inviting outdoor spaces.

What’s your favorite Tsai Dining Hall meal?
Chef’s Table

What is one of your favorite places you’ve ever
visited and why?

Paris, France — Delicious food, amazing vintage
shopping, and incredible sightseeing.

What’s your favorite Tsai Dining Hall meal?
Hawaiian food: poke, chicken long rice, poi, etc.
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ANDREA CHANG ’04, “MS. ANDREA”

Associate Director of Residential Admission

Hometown: Honolulu, Hawai‘i

What three words best describe you?
Curious, conscientious, and sentimental

What is your favorite memory from your time in
the ResLife Program?

Color Wars — watching Mrs. V and Mrs. McCormick
try to spray students with colored water was very
memorable!

ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT

CORI HARA, “MRS. COR/”

Executive Assistant to the Dean of Residential Life
Hometown: Mililani, Hawai‘i

What three words best describe you?
Empathetic, optimistic, and resilient

What is your favorite memory from your time in
the ResLife Program?

There are too many to count, but the excitement
mixed with nervous anticipation of the new school
year makes move-in week the most memorable
time for me.

LAURIE LEE, “MS. LEE”

Administrative Assistant, Residential Admission
Hometown: Honolulu, Hawai‘i

What three words best describe you?
Loves to laugh

What is your favorite memory from your time in
the ResLife Program?

Graduation in general — it is so heartwarming to
witness the joy of our students and the immense
pride of their parents who have supported their
growth from afar and have made sacrifices for their
students to attend ‘lolani.

What is one of your favorite places you’ve ever
visited and why?

Mount Koya, Japan — | did a temple stay there, and
it was a magical and spiritual experience.

What’s your favorite Tsai Dining Hall meal?
Loco moco

What is one of your favorite places you’ve ever
visited and why?

South Korea — Traveling with the ‘lolani Dance
Team was one of my best experiences. The trip
balanced dance, history, iconic locations, food,
shopping, and fun while helping us build meaningful
connections with other families, faculty, and
Residential Life alumni.

What’s your favorite Tsai Dining Hall meal?
Asian-marinated fried chicken and grilled cheese
with tomato bisque

What is one of your favorite places you’ve ever
visited and why?

Istanbul, Turkiye — It’s an incredible sensory
experience of amazing sights, sounds, colors,
smells, food, walkability, and beautiful diversity.

What’s your favorite Tsai Dining Hall meal?
Minute chicken and choy sum from the One-Team
Wagon
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HOUSE PARENTS REVEREND COON HOUSE (2ND FLOOR)

LEI FORTUNO, “AUNTIE LEI”

Advancement Database Coordinator

Hometown: Mililani, Hawai‘i

What three words best describe you?
Mom, strict but loving

What is your favorite memory from your time in
the ResLife Program?

| really enjoy playing tourist with the students when
we go holo holo around the island. | want to ensure
that the kids don’t take being on this island for
granted because before they know it, their years at
‘lolani will come to a close and it would be a shame
if they didn’t go exploring what was around them.

WILLIAM HEYLER ’19, “MR. HEYLER”

History Faculty

Hometown: ‘Aiea, Hawai’i

What three words best describe you?
Fun, caring, and encouraging

What is your favorite memory from your time in
the ResLife Program?

When we went to Camp Erdman for Freshman
Retreat and woke up early and saw the sunrise with
the students.

What is one of your favorite places you’ve ever
visited and why?

Washington, DC because | really enjoyed
chaperoning the National Day Students to the
University of Maryland and playing tourist at

the various museums on the National Mall. The
students who competed at the competition were
inspirational and visiting the museums was so
incredible to see!

What’s your favorite Tsai Dining Hall meal?
Southern food (fried chicken, brisket, and mac and
cheese)

What is one of your favorite places you’ve ever
visited and why?

Indianapolis, Indiana — “The Crossroads of
America.” It has so many historical sites and is
home to a famous racetrack.

What’s your favorite Tsai Dining Hall meal?
Chef’s Table

KEVIN TOMISATO °04, “UNCLE KEVIN”

Events Coordinator, Advancement Office

Hometown: Honolulu, Hawai‘i

What three words best describe you?
Patient, calm, and understanding

What is your favorite memory from your time in
the ResLife Program?

Taking a day trip to Kaua‘i and bringing some
students on a boat tour off the Na Pali coast. It was
a long day, but so much fun.

What is one of your favorite places you’ve ever
visited and why?

Utah and Arizona — The beauty of the Southwest
desert landscape. Growing up on an island, it’s
easy to forget how expansive and wide-open other
places can be.

What’s your favorite Tsai Dining Hall meal?
Brisket and mac and cheese
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REID WYATT, “MR. WYATT”
History Faculty

Hometown: Beloit, Wisconsin

What three words best describe you?
Nerdy, focused, and funny

What is your favorite memory from your time in
the ResLife Program?

My favorite memory is when the Reverend Coon
House students decided that one of their peers
should be the second-floor mascot.

What is one of your favorite places you’ve ever
visited and why?

Lake Champlain in the summer — Beautiful views,
late sunsets, and a place where my family gathers.

What’s your favorite Tsai Dining Hall meal?
Taco bar
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HOUSE PARENTS REVEREND STONE HOUSE (3RD FLOOR)

TAN-WEN IVY HOU, “MS. HOU”
World Language Faculty - Chinese

Hometown: Pingtung, Taiwan

What three words best describe you?
Curious, caring, and considerate

What is your favorite memory from your time in
the ResLife Program?

Filled the fifth-floor common room with balloons
late at night with Ms. Kim.

KRISTIN MASUNAGA 99, “MS. MAS”

What is one of your favorite places you’ve ever
visited and why?

Las Vegas, Nevada — There are so many amazing
concerts and shows; | wish | could see them all.

What’s your favorite Tsai Dining Hall meal?
Chef’s Table

Physical Education Faculty and Class Advisor to the Class of 2031

Hometown: ‘Aina Haina, Hawai‘i

What three words best describe you?
Charming, patient, and sensitive

What is your favorite memory from your time in
the ResLife Program?
Recruiting a ResLife student to play football.

TAYLOR STEPHENS, “DR. STEPHENS”

History Faculty

Hometown: Center Valley, Pennsylvania

What three words best describe you?
Curious, dedicated, and kind

What is your favorite memory from your time in
the ResLife Program?

My favorite ResLife memories are all the small
conversations with students about their classes,

activities, and the exciting things happening in their

lives.

What is one of your favorite places you’ve ever
visited and why?
Vietnam because of the food!

What’s your favorite Tsai Dining Hall meal?
Chef’s Table

What is one of your favorite places you’ve ever
visited and why?

Freiburg im Breisgau, Germany — It’s a cool
university city on the edge of the Black Forest, and
| have fond memories of taking German classes
there as a grad student.

What’s your favorite Tsai Dining Hall meal?
Salads
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HOUSE PARENTS BISHOP STALEY HOUSE (4TH FLOOR)

DAVID BUCHANAN, “MR. B”
Religion Faculty

Hometown: Waxhaw, North Carolina

What three words best describe you?
Curious, relaxed, and adventurous

What is your favorite memory from your time in
the ReslLife Program?

My favorite memories are doing activities with my
‘Ohana Group, like holiday gift exchanges, dinners,
and mountain biking.

LIZ CALORE, “MS. CALORE”
History Faculty

Hometown: Marion, Massachusetts

What three words best describe you?
Kind, patient, and helpful

What is your favorite memory from your time in
the ReslLife Program?

| love the grade-level retreats to the North Shore
with Mr. Bonning, especially making s’mores at the
fire pit!

ALAN YEH, “MR. YEH”
Mathematics Faculty

Hometown: Honolulu, Hawai‘i

What three words best describe you?
‘lolani math teacher

What is your favorite memory from your time in
the ResLife Program?

The everyday moments spending time with ResLife
students.

What is one of your favorite places you’ve ever
visited and why?

Cutler Coast, Maine — It’s one of the most beautiful
and rugged wilderness areas I’'ve ever seen.

What’s your favorite Tsai Dining Hall meal?
Cuban chili

What is one of your favorite places you’ve ever
visited and why?

Ireland — It’s incredibly green, with cows and
sheep in the fields, friendly people, and a comfy
atmosphere with tea shops on every corner. It is a
beautiful and fun place to visit.

What’s your favorite Tsai Dining Hall meal?
Chef’s Table

What is one of your favorite places you’ve ever
visited and why?
Japan — The food, the shops, and the organization.

What’s your favorite Tsai Dining Hall meal?
Roast pork with gravy
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HOUSE PARENT BISHOP WILLIS HOUSE (5TH FLOOR)

MEGAN KAWATACHI ’93, “DR. KAWATACHI”
English and iDepartment Faculty, Class Advisor to the Class of 2028

Hometown: ‘Aiea, Hawai’i

What three words best describe you?
Curious, quirky, and committed

What is your favorite memory from your time in
the ResLife Program?

One of my favorite memories was watching some
of our very first ResLife students play with my
daughter when she was just over a year old. She is
eight now!

What is one of your favorite places you’ve ever
visited and why?

Salamanca, Spain — | still think about its beautiful
architecture, incomparable food, and loving people
after chaperoning a student trip there many years
ago.

What’s your favorite Tsai Dining Hall meal?
Kalua pig and cabbage

SAPHYRE REZENTES 12, “MS. SAPHYRE”
Special Programs Office (SPO) - Extended School Care Director

Hometown: Kane‘ohe, Hawai‘i (O‘ahu)

What three words best describe you?
Compassionate, reflective, and responsible

What is your favorite memory from your time in
the ResLife Program?

Makahiki — Being able to see the kids engage,
participate and show their competitive sides.

SHERI YAMASAKI, “MS. SHERI”

What is one of your favorite places you’ve ever
visited and why?

Boulder, Colorado and the Rocky Mountains —
Nature at its finest, with breathtaking views and
beautiful wildlife. It is a different scene than the
islands.

What’s your favorite Tsai Dining Hall meal?
Shoyu chicken and ramen bar

Special Programs Coordinator and Lower School Summer Coordinator

Hometown: Mililani, Hawai‘i

What three words best describe you?
Understanding, receptive, and multi-faceted

What is your favorite memory from your time in
the ResLife Program?

My favorite memory of the past year in ResLife
has been the Halloween decorating contest and
Makahiki. Both events were so fun, and | can’t wait
for next year!

What is one of your favorite places you’ve ever
visited and why?

Kapoho, Hawai‘i Island — Our family beach house
was my favorite place in the world. The natural hot
spring tide pools made it incredibly relaxing. Sadly
the 2018 volcanic eruption made it inaccessible, but
the memories remain.

What’s your favorite Tsai Dining Hall meal?
Pot roast, pizza, udon or ramen bar, and jook



